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Raised for the Job 

INTRODUCING A MODERN HUNTING EDITOR FOR THE MODERN FIELD & STDEAM 



Anthony Licata, Editor-in- Chief 
anthony. licata@fieldandstream. com 
@anthory licata 


Punch the Clock 

Brantley hard at 
work on assign- 
ment in Colorado. 


RITER WILL BRANTLEY is a familiar face to the FIELD & STREAM 
audience. Over the last few years, Brantley has been producing some of 
the best stories, articles, and videos in the magazine and on fieldand 
stream.com, including exciting hunting tales, how-to pieces on 
cutting-edge tactics, and detailed and unbiased gear tests of bows and 
other equipment. Beginning this month, readers are going to be seeing a 
lot more of Brantley as he joins F&S full-time in the new position of hunting editor. 

As Brantley puts it, he has been preparing for this job since age 7, when he killed his 
first squirrel (using a single-shot .22 with a broken extractor that required prying out 
empties with a pocketknife) in his native Kentucky woods. 

Brantley majored in journalism at Murray State University with the goal of being an 
outdoor writer. He completed two internships at Outdoor Life, F&S’s sister publication, 
before starting his career as a writer. In addition to his freelance work for F&S, Brantley 
has also worked for FLW Outdoors and Ducks Unlimited magazines and for Realtree.com. 

Becoming F&S’s hunting editor is Brantley’s “dream come true.” He’ll be the latest in a 
long line of passionate outdoorsmen and superb communicators who have traveled around 
North America to bring F&S readers the latest trends, tactics, and stories from the field. 
Unlike some greats of the past — men like Ted Trueblood, Warren Page, and Bob Brister to 
name a few — Brantley has at his disposal all the tools that have revolutionized storytelling 
in the digital age. Based out of rural Kentucky, he can spend the morning in a treestand and 
be back at his desk to share information almost in real time through videos, photos, and 
written reports on fieldandstream.com 
and social-media channels. 

Although the tools available to a hunt- 
ing editor are changing rapidly, the core of 
the job entails some timeless fundamen- 
tals. It requires a passion for hunting that’s 
equaled by a determination to protect the 
animals, woods, waters, and fields that our 
way of life depends upon. It requires an 
endless curiosity to learn and share better 
ways to do things. And it requires a deep 
understanding that outdoorsmen are a 
community, and that sharing your own 
love for the sports through great storytell- 
ing is the best way to teach, inspire, and 
keep these great American traditions 
strong. These qualities make Brantley the 
ideal hunting editor, and I can’t wait to see 
what he brings to the role. 


COflTIIBUTOR/ 



AstayatCree River 
Lodge in Saskatchewan 
(“Crash Course,” p. 66) 
ranks in the top five of 
many trips for F&S fish- 
ing editor Joe Cermele. 
“I was already addicted 
to catching big pike on 
the fly,” says Cermele. 
“But we caught so many 
bigfish in just a few days, 

I walked away thinking: 
You may never see action 
like that again.” 



It took a trip to New Jer- 
sey and two trips to Ohio 
for Nathaniel Welch to 

photograph the trout and 
wal I eye f o r “M o n ste r 
Weekend” (p. 51), and an- 
otherto Michigan forthe 
smallmouth on the cover. 
“These are wild fish 
caught the normal way— 
not props from a tank,” 
says Welch, who also 
shoots for Men^s Hea/t/i, 
People, Esquire, and oth- 
ers. “The big ones are 
never guaranteed.” 
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FIR/T/HOT 





I 

SHOULDER-SEASON 

H Photographer Tim Romano 
climbed the foot pegs on an old 
cypresstree with a rope swing to 
capture this shot of angler Jeff 
Rogers carrying his kayak to the 
put-in on the San Marcos River 
outside of Austin last November. 
Typical of early spring and late fall, 
“the weather had been really iffy,” 
says Romano, “cold and rainy for 
the past two days. And the water 


SUCCESS 

was off-color, so we weren't sure 
if it was going to fish.” Since un- 
fortunate circumstances had 
brought him to town, Romano 
needed a restorative experience 
on this float— and he got it. “It 
turned out to be a spectacular day. 
We had fish on with every other 
cast for three or four hours.” 

He landed one of his biggest 
largemouth bass to date, and the 


crew, includingguide Marcos 
Rodriguez, who manned the ca- 
noe pictured on shore, hooked 
countless “guads” — Guadalupe 
bass, the state fish— and one cich- 
lid. “Jeff and I traded off. One of us 
was in the canoe with fly gear and 
one was in the kayak with conven- 
tional gear throwing Senko 
worms,” adds Romano. “The action 
was just silly.” — kristyn brady 
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CHEERS & JEERS 

THERAPY SESSIONS IN A TREESTAND, A STEELHEADER'S HEIST, AND MUCH ADO ABOUT MONEY 



15 EXPERT TIPS TO 
FIND AND LAND 
TROPHIES RIOHT NOW 

XBASS; WORK A FLOODED BANK 
XTRDUT: HIGH-STICK A MEGA 
KGRAPPIES: JIG A TREE HOUSE 
» PIKE: SIGHT-FISH A FLAT 


TWICE AS NICE 
Just read your 
magazine cover 
to cover. Tm 
always sad 
when it is done. 
This shout-out 
is to Heavey for 
‘Phasing the 
Chrome” and 
“The Stand.” I 
laughed, I cried, 
and I gave 
thought to how 
precious life is. 
Chris Booth, 
Rochester Hills, 
Mich. 


LIFE, DEATH, AND DEER HUNTING 

At 63 now, I ve subscribed, bor- 
rowed, or stolen F&S off and on 
since I was 12 years old. Bill 
Heavey’s column (“The Stand,” 

A Sportsman’s Life, March 2015) 
was the most irrelevant, yet rele- 
vant, article I’ve ever read in F&S 
or any other magazine of the type. 
Heavey put me in that treestand, 
and now 20 minutes later my eyes 
are still smarting. I love the out- 
doors for a lot of reasons, but soli- 
tude and time for reflection are 
very near the top. 

Les Byrd, Eaton, Ohio 

There’s a lot of truth in Mr. 
Heavey’s very well written article. 
My dad — my hunting mentor and 
partner, my best friend — commit- 
ted suicide in Feb. 2012. It 
shocked me down to my very core 
and changed my own and my fam- 


ily’s lives forever. I went through a 
lot of emotions — mostly anger — 
but ultimately found forgiveness. I 
recall in our early hunting days 
how we’d pass my stand first going 
through the woods. As I settled in. 
I’d see Dad’s green light make it 
up the tree to his stand. I would 
know it was time for me to pack 
up when I’d see the light coming 
down. That 2012 deer season was 
awful, as it really hit home about 
him being gone when I looked 
across the field, to his stand, and 
realized I’d never see that green 
light again. His stand still hangs in 
that big oak, untouched and un- 
hunted. I truly miss him. 

Brandon Napier, Rensselaer, Ind. 

“The Stand” was very comforting 
for suicide survivors like me who 
feel guilty about having intro- 
duced a suicide victim to sporting 


firearms during better times, even 
when they had nothing to do with 
the suicide itself years later. 

Thank you. Bill Heavey, for 
your sentiments. Thank you, 
FIELD & STREAM, for having the 
courage to publish it. 

Bob Gross, Gardiner, Maine 

MDRE LIKE STFUmO 

In “Chasing the Chrome,” Bill 
Heavey tells of his fishing part- 
ner’s trick of purchasing a boat 
battery and using it for two days. 
He then returned it for a refund, 
having gotten his use out of it. 
That’s called stealing. Bill. What 
were you guys thinking? Mer- 
chants in rural northern Cali- 
fornia have a tough time anyway 
without being victimized by peo- 
ple who take without paying. 
Shame on you. 

Fred Fawcett, Lafayette, Ore. 

BILL HEAVEY RESPONDS: Mikey 
broke no law. The store was a 
Walmart, which has probably hurt 
more merchants in rural northern 
California than Mikey has. Also, 
this was in Monterey — central 
California. But 1 do take your 
point. My intent was to describe, 
rather than condone, Mikey s 
behavior. 

Bill Heavey just keeps getting 
better and better. Two articles in 
the same issue — one hilarious, 
the other stone-cold serious and 
insightful. Make a wish. Bill, you 
deserve it. 

Bob Owen, Big Canoe, Ga. 

BILL HEAVEY RESPONDS: I wish 
the magazine hadnt printed Mr. 
FawcetBs letter. 



Oh, Wad 
a Sieve! 

A mesh sink 
strainer sit- 
ting on top of 
a coffee can 
separates 
any shot and 
powder that 
have been 
spilled as you 
reload shells. 
Pour the mix 
into the 
strainer and 
tap the can. 

John W. Robinson, 

Bethel, Conn. 



If your tip is chosen, 
well send you anew 
Buck 102 Woodsman 
knife and sheath. 



amskW 

fieldandstream.com/tips 
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PICK A SIDE ALREADY 

Concerning T. Edward Nickens’s 
“Tip of the Month” (“Portage 
Authority,” The Total Outdoors - 
man), an experienced canoe stern 
paddler does not flip-flop from 
his left to right side with his pad- 
dle while canoeing. That is a sure 
sign of someone who has never 
paddled much or never learned 
how to do a J-stroke. The stern 
paddler can still match the bow 
paddler’s rhythm, and occasion- 
ally switch sides to ease muscles, 
but it is not necessary to paddle 
on the same side to maintain a 
desired course or speed. 

Judd Knaup, Bellevue, Mich. 

T. EDWARD NICKENS RESPONDS: 
Sadly, my 36 years of paddling ex- 
perience have been limited to big 
multiday expeditions in Alaska, 
Quebec, Ontario, a possible first 


descent in Labrador, and who 
knows how many Southern rivers, 
so Vm sure 1 have more to learn. 
But ril not ‘flip-flop” on this one. 
I stick by my prescription for occa- 
sionally switching sides efficiently 
and nearly instantly as a fine break 
to endless miles of J -stroking. 

KNDWYDDR LIMITS 

Thank you to Phil Bourjaily for 
“The Longest Yards” (Shot- 
guns). Pattern density, consis- 
tency, and aim are very impor- 
tant to making an ethical shot 
on a turkey. Hunters should 
have respect for their game and 
be proficient with their equip- 
ment. There are too many mar- 
keting ploys advertising long- 
range ammunition that give 
hunters a false sense of their 
gun’s capabilities. 

Aaron Clark, Redkey, Ind. 


WHAT, ND $5DD FILLET KNIFE? 

Hey, Joe Cermele and Ted Lee- 
son: What is your budget when 
you evaluate and hand out 
awards to new fishing gear (“Best 
of the Best”)? Do you ever con- 
sider the poor sap who has to 
work for a living and isn’t making 
a half million a year? Two hun- 
dred and thirty bucks for a boat 
bag? Is it made of gold? And $23 
for a lure, or $25 for a travel mug? 
These are things that get lost on 
almost every fishing trip. If you 
guys ever have a feel-good mo- 
ment, I’ll take the $280 pliers... 
just so I can say that I own a pair 
of $280 pliers. 

Pat Tundra, Cary, III. 

JOE CERMELE RESPONDS: One of 
the biggest factors I test for when 
evaluating Best of the Best gear is 
quality, because I believe the gear 


should last. Unfortunately, in to- 
days world, quality is getting 
more and more costly. Sure, you 
can buy a cheaper dry bag, or 
mugs and pliers at the dollar store, 
but 1 would rather invest more 
money on gear that I trust will 
last for the long haul rather than 
drink cold coffee and replace the 
rusty pliers in my cheap, faulty 
dry bag every season. 

STRENGTH IN NDMBERS (AND DDLLARS) 

Anthony Licata’s column 
(“Money Talks,” From the Edi- 
tor) says more about who we 
sportsmen are than anything I 
have read lately. The general 
public has no idea how much we 
as a group contribute to conser- 
vation. By joining the organiza- 
tions mentioned, we also contrib- 
ute to the future of our sports. 

Chip Syombathy, via e-mail 
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NEWS AND 
STORIES 
FROM THE 
EXPERTS 


Tag Team Q 
^ A hunter prepares 
for his shot on a 
Kentucky gobbler. 



^ C I IB F F I H E 



D T’S a gamble, sneaking 
up here in the dark so close 
to the roost. Yesterday after- 
noon, after our tom quit gobbling, F&S 
deputy editor Colin Kearns and I found 
this sunken roadbed on a ridgetop in 
the old-growth hardwoods. It was laced 
with strut marks and flush with tender 
new greenery and insects. The tur- 
key, we figured, had flown down and 
strutted right here after first light. Had 
Kearns and I known about this spot, 
we’d have killed him yesterday morn- 
ing. Which is why we’ve wagered an 
extra hour of sleep and come back this 
morning for another chance at the bird. 

We sit against two white oaks in the 
dark and wait on the first roaring gobble 
of the day, assuming he has to be 
roosted close. But when the dawn 
chorus begins, the tom gobbles on an- 
other ridge, 300 yards away. Kearns and 
I can stay put and hope he comes back, 
or hustle to a new spot. We hustle. 

GET IN THE ZONE 

It’s easy to question turkey hunting’s 
difficult reputation after you’ve seen a 
tom beat the hell out of a plastic jake 
staked 10 yards from a blind in a wide 
open field. Challenging a turkey’s 
dominance with a decoy is the tactic of 
choice for many hunters, though, be- 
cause it is a fast, effective way to kill a 
bird. I can’t find fault with that. 

But the classic gobbler game — the 
one with chess-match strategy — still 
gets played in the timber against big, 
thundering Eastern toms. A smart 




Carry On An Arkansas hunter " 
crosses a creek with a hefty Eastern 
longbeard over his shoulder. 


Soonthev’re 
druminingjust 
our of sight. 
Their wing tips 
intheieaves 
sound iike 
dragging rakes. 


hunter plots his moves two or three in 
advance: Shifting to the next ridge may 
spook him — but it might bring him 
right to you, gobbling the whole way. 
He’ll sound like a man walking his final 
steps if the leaves are dry, and if you’re 
set up correctly, he’ll be in range when 
you see him for the first time. 

Consistently killing turkeys in the 
timber requires good calling, preferably 
with a mouth call, which is more versa- 
tile than a box or slate. And in a tight 
setting like this, your hands need to be 
on your gun. More so than calling, 
however, it’s the setup that will make or 
break your shot. Sure, you’ll call up the 
occasional kamikaze z-year-old from a 
half mile, but most timber toms seem to 
have a zone — a distance from which 
they can’t help but respond — and if you 



LUMBERJACK PACK 

When I’m huntingturkeys in the hardwoods, I trade my vest for 
a small camo fanny pack with some extra shotgun shells, a 
bottle of water, a granola bar, face paint, and a few mouth calls. 
Settingup on a turkey that is ysyards away requires stealth and 
sometimes speed, and a loaded vest only adds weight and bulk. 

I use aV-cuttriple-reed call 90 percent of the time because its 
raspy sound suits my aggressive calling style (my favorites are 
aZink Calls Lucky Lady and a David Halloran Total Knock Out). 
But a double-reed, like aZinkZ-Yelper, is great for tree yelps 
and othersoftsounds. — W.B. 



can slip to within that zone before set- 
ting up, your odds of killing that turkey 
double. Maybe even triple. 

I’m happy if I can get within 100 
yards of a turkey, but 75 yards is an in- 
zone guarantee. You’ll spook some tur- 
keys sneaking that close, but the payoff 
is so high. I’ll take that chance over and 
again. To get in the zone during day- 
light, you have to use the terrain to your 
advantage. Even dense foliage won’t 
hide you from a turkey that’s 50 yards 
away, but they can’t see through hills. If 
keeping a hill between you and the 
turkey requires circling for a half mile 
and ultimately crawling the last few 
steps to the perfect tree, do it. Of course, 
knowing where a turkey is roosted is 
even better. Get there an hour before 
daylight, and you can sneak in close 
enough to see the gobbler’s limb shak- 
ing as he wakes up — and close enough 
to be in gun range when he flies down. 

THE HUSTLE 

Kearns and I had hoped for a bird in 
range at fly-down, but our problem is 
common enough: Eastern turkeys don’t 
always roost in the same tree. So we 
sneak to the base of our ridge, cross a 
small beanfield, and work our way onto 
the next ridge, where we now know our 
turkey spent the night. He’s gobbling a 
fair bit, but to our delight, two more 
toms are roosted near him, and they 
haven’t shut up all morning. We end up 
sitting against a walnut tree with a 
subtle rise 25 yards ahead between the 
turkeys and us. Any birds that we call in 
will have to break over that rise to find 
the source of our calls, and by the time 
they do that, they’ll be in gun range. 

Overcalling can keep a roosted tom 
on the limb, but these birds have hit the 
ground by the time we set up, so I don’t 
hold back. A lonesome hen is pushy, 
and I want to sound the part. Our origi- 
nal turkey gobbles some but nothing 
compared with the other two. They are 
so taken that they can’t resist steering 
toward us. I pour on the yelps and cutts, 
and when their gobbling becomes fran- 
tic and close, I antagonize them with 
my best trick of all: silent indifference. 
Soon they’re drumming just out of 
sight. Their wing tips in the leaves 
sound like dragging rakes. Kearns and I 
have our guns on our knees. “Here they 
come,” I whisper. A golden fan unfurls 
just over the rise, then two Easterns step 
into view. 

Kearns and I each carry a tom back 
to the truck. It’s a perfect spring morn- 
ing. You could even call it classic. “S 
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SnapSHOT 
The year’s big gun 
trade show drew 
64,000 people. 
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SHOTGUNS 


A SHOT SHOW OIARY 

What our Shotguns editor saw— 
whether he wanted to or not— at the 
year’s biggest gun trade show ByPhilBourjaily 


DAyONE 

Las Vegas, Nev., 8:25 am. Hallways in 
the Sands Expo & Convention Center are 
packed before doors open. Dress ranges 
from business casual to tattooed tactical. 
Plenty of jeans and camo ball caps mixed 
in, too. Uniformed convention-center per- 
sonnel hold signs on sticks high above 
crowd reading “SHOT Show,” as if 64,000 
people attending a gun and hunting trade 
show could be anything else. 



8:30 Step onto show floor. My i6th show, 
and it’s still like entering the world’s largest 
Toys “R” Us, with 12/2 miles of aisles and 
1,300 exhibitors. Smoky Baby white 
smoke-phase turkey hen decoy in the 
Flambeau/M.A.D. booth catches my eye. 
If it shows up here, it’ll show up in woods. 

5:45 Booth locations change little from 
year to year. Perazzi is still across from 
Mossberg. I can afford the latter’s guns but 
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want the former’s. Step into huge Perazzi 
booth, fondle $60,000 shotguns. 

9:00 At F.A.I.R. booth, spot oddly named 
Pathos o/u. No one needs a gun named 
Pathos except maybe Bill Heavey, who’s 
here. Make note to recommend it to him. 

10:00 Stop at Ruger booth to see Red 
Labels, only to find they have been discon- 
tinued. Gun couldn’t be made at its price 
point and took up too much factory space. 
Ruger guy says new shotgun on the draw- 
ing board. We’ll see. Why make shotguns 
when pistols and AR-style rifles sell? 

10:30 Suppressors are big this year. 
SilencerCo has Benellis with Salvo 12 sup- 
pressors on that reduce report of 12-gauge 
to .22 LR level. At $1,400, they look like 
slim car muffler on gun barrel and add 2 
pounds of weight. Would I need two for 
my o/u? Slogan is great: “Fight the noise.” 


11:00 New ATK (Federal/Savage/Bush- 
nell) booth looks like interactive gun-and- 
ammo museum. Larger-than-life-size 
models of Federal bullets and shotshells, 
rows of Savage guns on pegs, informative 
ammo exhibits in glass cases. Booth’s 
corner theater full of people there to see 
Swamp Person Troy Landry. 

12:00 P.M. Lunch at L.L. Bean hospitality 
room. Chicken tagine. Not bad. 

1:00 Gunny R. Lee Ermey at Clock booth 
is always SHOT’s biggest draw. Long line 
in aisle forces me into crowded CZ-USA 
booth. It’s like a fish trap: You can get in 
but not out. While stuck there I see a new 
short-recoil semiauto, CZ 812. Sells for 
$699 in camo with five extended chokes. 
Make note to get one to review. 

1:0s Spot third tactical kilt of SHOT Show 
and it’s only Day One. 

1:30 Visit with five-time Olympic medalist 
Kim Rhode in Beretta booth. 

1:45 Two guys playing hooky from nearby 
home-builders’ show who have snuck in 
with borrowed passes stop me for photos. 

2:00 Pass yet another 3-gun shooter sign- 
ing autographs in a handgun booth. I can’t 
name a single 3-gun shooter, but these men 
and women are rock stars to SHOT crowd. 

3:00 Meeting with Fabarm runs long. Late 
to meet SHOT Daily’s Dave Maccar at 
UTAS booth. He’s gone. Ask “Was there a 
guy with a beard, shaved head, three ear- 
rings, and black T-shirt in here half an hour 
ago?” Booth guy looks at me like I’m an 
idiot. This is SHOT. Maccar blends in. 

3:30 Realtree booth looks like fancy log 
home. It’s nicer than my house, with better 
couches, too. 

4:00 Spot retired MMA champ Matt 
Hughes in Browning booth. 

4:30 Aguila ammunition booth seemingly 
contains no ammunition. What it does 
have is models in short, skintight dresses 
handing out T-shirts. They are giving away 
lots. I take one. 

5:00 Pass Blaser booth. Notice an F3 
youth target o/u with recoil reducer and 
short, fully adjustable stock for $5,500. 
Youth clay target sports are getting more 
serious by the year. Kids are starting 
younger. Make note to have our high 
school team practice more. 
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5:30 Leave show floor. Spot Willie 
Robertson wannabe in beard, American 
flag shirt, and red-white-and-blue ban- 
danna. Actually, it might be Willie. 

DAY TWO 

8:00 AM. Go to Bushnell breakfast to 
see Dave Petzal win Bill McRae Life- 
time Optics Achievement Award. Also, 
Bushnell awards a check for $350,000 
to Folds of Honor foundation, which 
gives scholarships to families of military 
wounded and KIA. One-legged Army 
major receives check. He is not the only 
person I see missing one or both legs. 


10:00 Natureblinds makes giant 
stump-shaped blinds. I step inside one; 
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it’s huge. Has to be trailered; too big for pickup 
bed. Bark pattern outside, 3 inches of foam in- 
sulation, and sealed windows. Family of hobbits 
could live in here year-round. 

10:4s See WafflePro waffle iron that makes 
waffles with antlered deer head design. 

12:00 P.M. Lunch at Field b‘ Stream/ Outdoor 
Life suite. Take chance on the grilled mahi 


entree from convention-center catering. 

1:00 Back downstairs. TV’s Gator Boys at 
BugBand booth take pictures with fans and 
pretend to wrestle giant stuffed toy alligator. 
BugBand PR woman tells me she almost got 
real alligator into convention center. 

1:20 Search for vestiges of zombie trend; 
“Zombie Girl” at BulletSafe booth is on break. 


BulletSafe people show me their bulletproof 
dog vest, ask if upland hunters would buy 
them. Me: no. End awkward silence by sug- 
gesting hog hunters might use them on hounds. 

2:10 Spot T-shirt reading LONG RANGE 
SHOOTING-IF GOD WANTED ME TO GET 
CLOSE, HE WOULD HAVE MADE ME INVISIBLE. 

2:30 Hevi-Shot has new Hog Wild hog loads, 
loaded with two or three .625 balls. Introduced 
in mid 2014, it was still one of very few new 
shotshell products at SHOT. 

3:1s At Ithaca booth. New tactical bolt-action 
rifle, but no new shotguns. Bummer. 

3:4s See friend Lou from Connecticut Shot- 
gun Manufacturing in Standard Manufactur- 
ing shirt holding bizarre shotgun that is 
actually two bottom-eject pumps side by side, 
controlled by one trigger and one slide. Pump, 
pull trigger twice, pump, repeat as needed. 
New venture and brand for CSMC, chasing 
tactical dollars. Et tu, Lou? 

4:00 Leave lower floor. Visit new-products 
center in convention-center hallway. Very few 
hunting products. Mostly tactical guns and 
gear, plus set of rhinestone-encrusted hearing 
protectors. Hunting used to drive this indus- 
try; no longer. In shooting sports, black is the 
new orange. 

DAY THREE 

9:00 AM. Make gun videos for F&S website. 
Take break when I can no longer talk straight. 

11:30 Bathrooms full, but not overflowing. By 
my reckoning, that makes this a very busy but 
not record year. (Later learn SHOT 2015 is 
second biggest ever.) 

12:00 PM. Lunch line at the good fried- 
chicken stand is too long. Eat protein bar plus 
candy and jerky scrounged from bowls in 
various booths. 

12:10 Trudge endless aisles rest of afternoon. 
The show still overwhelms after all these 
years. Time to retire from SHOT 2015 and 
write up my list of the show’s top 10 shotguns: 

1. Benelli 828U o/u (shown) 

2. Remington V3 

3. Syren XLR5 Waterfowler 

4. Weatherby Orion o/u 

5. Browning Cynergy 

6. Winchester SXP Trap and Trap Compact 

7. Cabela’s Dickinson Plantation Grade 

8. Stevens 555 o/u 

9. Mossberg 835 Turkey with Marble Peep 

Sight 

10. Beretta A400 Action Left Hand 

To my surprise, when I look at my list, 20K 
turns out to be a good shotgun year after all."© 
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RIFLES 


shoot a lot. The government picks 
up the Marine’s ammo bill. You and 
I are not so fortunate. 

THE PRACTICE RIFLE 

Most rifle ammunition, especially 
quality hunting ammo, has become 
so expensive that many simply can- 
not afford to go burning up boxes of 
the stuff at the range. So what are 
we to do? 

The answer is to run out and buy 
another gun — specifically, one 
chambered for .308 or .223 (assum- 
ing you don’t already have one of 
these). It may be your latest hunting 
rifle or just a practice gun. Either 
way, and almost no matter what you 


SHOOT 
IN BULK 

Don’t let the high 
price of hunting 
ammo keep you off 
the practice range. 
Use cheap military 
rounds to stay sharp 
By David E. Petzal 


FTER MANY decades of 
practicing their dark art in 
obscurity, snipers are not 
only trendy but glamorous. But I 
don’t think any of the gee-whiz re- 
porting on them has given an accu- 
rate idea of the inhuman amount of 
range time it takes to earn the desig- 
nation Scout/Sniper. A Marine, for 
example, must be qualified as Ex- 
pert with the M16A2 rifle just to get 
into Sniper School. Then he goes 
through a 12/2-week program where 
he’ll get four hours of shooting a day 
and burn a total of more than 1,500 
rounds. That’s several lifetimes’ 
worth of ammunition for the average 
hunter. My point: Good rifle shots 



RANGE TEST 

I On a bitter winter day, 
I tested five types of 
j bulk ammo. For each, 

I shot three groups at 
looyards and then 
took the average. 

Here are the results. 

^ [1] Federal 7.62 
149-gr. FMJ 

$ijfor20;cabelas. 

com 

Average group size: 
2.623" 

^ [2] Herter’s Select 
Grade .308 150-gr. SP 

$i8; cabelas.com 
Average group size: 
1.254" (This is hunting 
ammo that I grabbed 
atCabela’s because of 
itsverylowprice.lt 
hasabigoldexposed- 
leadtipthatwilldump 
deer with dispatch.) 

^ [3] PMC Bronze 
.308 147-gr. FMJ 

$i6; cabelas.com 
Average group size: 
2.386" 

^ [ 4 ] PPU .308 
145-gr. FMJ 

$12; cabelas.com 
Average group size: 

1.61 8" (I hadn’t heard 
of this before. It’s 
made in Serbia by Prvi 
Partizan; obviously 
they know what 
they’re doing.) 

► [5] Winchester 
7.62 147-gr. FMJ 

$22; kitterytrading 
post.com 

Average group size: 
2.298" 

The brand you don’t 
seehereis Wolf, be- 
I cause I could notfind 
I it. It’s very cheap and 
works fine, though it 
tends to foul heavily. 

Warning: 

Before you buy any- 
thing, check with your 
range for its rules on 
i military ammo. Don’t 
plink with this stuff; it 
ricochets. — D.E.P. 
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pay for it, it will save you oodles in the 
long run and allow you to keep right 
on shooting. 

That’s because there are tons — 
literally — of cheap military or military- 
type ammo made in 7.62mm (.308) 
and 5.56mm (.223). All you need is a 
gun to shoot it through. And it just so 
happens that there are more well- 
broken-in rifles chambered for those 
rounds than the locusts that Moses 
called down on Egypt. 

You don’t need something expen- 
sive. It must have a decent trigger, 
and go bang when you pull that trig- 
ger, and shoot fairly well, but that’s 
about it. There are, in fact, about half 
a dozen new rifles that can do that for 
under $500, and a couple closer to 
$300. As for a scope, there are plenty 
of excellent used ones around. 

My own practice gun is a Ruger 
Gunsite Scout, and many’s the time 
that I take it to the range with cheap 
ammo and shoot the hell out of it. Not 
only is it great practice, but it’s great 
fun. Remember fun? 

BULK UP 

You can buy cheap 7.62mm and 
5.56mm ball ammo in bulk containers 
of 100 to 200 rounds or more. This is 
where the real bargains lie. But don’t 
rush out and get one. First, try a 
20-round box of one brand at a time to 
see what shoots well in your rifle. Ac- 
curacy requirements are not stringent; 
anything that puts five shots inside 3 
inches at 100 yards is just fine if you’re 
practicing for big game, for which the 
target’s bull should be about 8 inches 
and the ranges 25 to 200 yards. That 
said, all the brands I tested performed 
better than needed, and two tested far 
better — should you want to make 
your practice more interesting. 

I did my ammo shopping at the lo- 
cal Cabela’s and at the Kittery Trading 
Post, which is an extremely serious 
gun store down the road, and came up 
with five 20-round boxes of 7.62 
(.308) whose average price was only 
$17. At the range, my average 100 -yard 
group for all five brands combined 
went just a hair over 2 inches, and the 
best single-brand average group size 
was 1.254 (see sidebar). This, on a 
February day so cold I saw dogs fro- 
zen to fire hydrants. 

When you take into consideration 
how valuable big-game hunting op- 
portunities are these days, spending 
some money on a practice rifle and 
ammo that lets you shoot it affordably 
is a smart investment. ® 
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THE WILD CHEF 


Coo]<] your limit int(^ a delicious mess of fish, spuds, Spring 
onion crema, and— oh yeah— bhcon By Jonathan Miles 



Trout plus bacon is one of civilization’s greatest formulas; it always equals 
pleasure. In this recipe, Atlanta chef and angler Ford Fry compounds the delight 
by scattering the bacon over smashed fingerling potatoes and adding a cool 
vegetal note with his spring onion crema. This is a dish you want to mess up on 
the plate— with all those flavors gathered onto a forkful, you’re just seconds away 
from grinning. Fry’s tip: Don’t neglect to eat the skin. “A lot of people will peel it 
off,” he says, “but trout skin is so thin, and it erisps up so beautifully.” 
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I Make the crema: Bring a small 
saucepan of salted water to 
a boil over medium-high heat. 
Prepare a small bowl of ice water 
and have it ready nearby, and a 
strainer, too. Blanch the parsley 
and the green parts of the green 
onions, reservingthe white parts 
for later, in the boiling water for 
just a few seconds, or until bright 
green. Strain the water and trans- 
ferthe onions and parsley tothe 
ice bath. Take the zest and juice of 
one lemon and place in a blender 
or food processor. Drain the green 
onions and parsley and add them 
tothe blender,alongwith the 
creme fraTche. Puree until smooth, 
then salt and pepper to taste. 


Make the potatoes: Place the 
potatoes in a medium sauce- 
pan and cover just barely with wa- 
ter. Season the water generously 
with salt and bringtoasimmer 
over medium heat. After the water 


evaporates, add three-quarters 
of the stick of butter to the pan 
and continue to cook until the 
potatoes are just tender, about 20 
minutes. Usingaslotted spoon, 
transfer the potatoes to a sheet 
panto cool. 


In the meantime, cook the 
bacon in a skillet over medium- 
low heat until the fat has rendered 
butthe bacon is just shy of crispy. 
Remove the bacon to a paper 
towel but reserve the fat in the 
skillet. When the potatoes have 
cooled, gently smash them with 
your palm, just enough to break 
the skin. Reheat the bacon fat over 
medium heat with the remaining 
quarterstickof butter. Add the 
potatoes and brown them on both 
sides, about 5 minutes per side. 
When the potatoes are almost 
browned, add the reserved white 
parts ofthegreen onions along 
with the bacon, stirgently to com- 


bine, and remove from the heat. 
Season with black pepper and 
cover to keep warm. 


4 Make the trout: On a clean 
work surface, open trout up 
with skin side down. Generously 
season the inside with salt and 
pepper. Slice two of the remain- 
inglemonsandshingletheslices 
inside the trout, using half a lemon 
per fish. Place two sprigs of thyme 
atop the lemon slices, then fold up 
the trout and tie each of them with 
butcher’s twine to keep the lemon 
inside. Brush the skin with olive oil. 
Grill the trout over medium heat, 
about3to4minutesperside,or 
untilthefleshisfirm tothetouch. 


5 Cut the twine and place each 
fish on a bed of potatoes. Halve 
the remaining lemon and squeeze 
the juice evenly overthe trout. Fin- 
ish with a drizzle of the crema, or 
serve it on the side. Serves 4 


INGREDIENTS 

4 whole rainbow trout, 
gutted 

V2 bunch flat-leaf 
parsley, roughly 
chopped 

1 bunch green onions, 
roughly chopped, 
white and green parts 
separated 

4 lemons 

V2 cup creme fraTche 
(or sour cream) 

1 lb. fingerling or small 
red potatoes 

1 stick butter, divided 

6 thick slices bacon, 
roughly diced 

8 sprigs fresh thyme 

2 Tbsp. olive oil 

Salt and freshly ground 
black pepper, to taste 
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THE TOTAL OUTDOORSMAN 


NO SURRENDER 

When the bite on one of the world’s 
fishiest rivers shuts down, it’s best to keep 
the faith and keep casting ByT. Edward Nickens 


O E’RE PICKING UP a few good fish, rainbows and cutthroat trout with fat 
bellies and black-peppered flanks. No one’s complaining, but we also know 
the fishing could be better — a lot better. I’m running a double stonefly nymph 
rig when my guide, Dave Deardorff, scratching a few days of stubble, ponders a pale 
morning dun hatch that’s so light I have to stop casting and squint to see the bugs. 
“Let’s switch things up,” Deardorff says. He swaps out the stones for a small Yellow 
Sally and PMD nymph. My next cast feels spot-on. Hopeful. Sometimes the subtlest 
shifts can make it happen. 

When you’re drifting down one of the most revered pieces of trout water on the 
planet, Idaho’s South Fork of the Snake River, it’s pretty tough not to fish with high 
hopes. Framed by grassy, rolling buttes that give way to 700-foot-tall canyon walls, the 
South Fork carves a twisting football-field-wide course through the western slope of the 
Rockies. Fly anglers lock down the best South Fork guides a year in advance. There are 
6,000 trout per river mile here, with the largest native cutthroat population outside of 
Yellowstone, which makes every scoreless cast feel a bit like a screwup. I cast up and 
across, pounding every dark hole and cutbank. Ten casts and nothing. 

“Keep at it,” Deardorff says. 

I cast again and mend the line, managing its drift and my own expectations. 


SNAKEBITTEN 

I’d scheduled a two-day, 28-mile float to take in the South Fork’s wild and roadless 
canyon stretch, with a bunk at the South Fork Lodge’s private canyon campsite. It’s a 
sweet spot shaded by cottonwoods, with cabin tents, woodstoves, and a monstrous fire 
pit, and overnighting on the river lets us skip the frantic dawn hatch of drift boats at the 


Conant Valley ramp. Deardorff and I 
launch at a civilized 10 A.M., and for the 
entire first day’s float, down some of the 
most coveted trout water on the planet, 
we see only two other parties on the 
river. Hours into the float, though, the 
fishing stays slow. On a river revered for 
its dry-fly fishing, the hatches are spotty 
and sparse, hampered by rain. 

Trout fishing has a long register of 
bucket-list rivers, but fishing an icon like 
the Snake has its baggage. Famous trout 
water is trout water nonetheless. It can 
turn off in a second, or it can never turn 
on. Any decent angler knows that any 
day can be a bust, and that there’s more 
to fishing a legendary stream than big 
fish and big fish numbers. But I’m start- 
ing to struggle with a demon that can be- 
devil any big trip to big-time waters: 
What happens when it doesnt happen like 
you hope? 

By the time Deardorff oars us to our 
camp. I’m a bit beat down from chunking 
streamers and nymphs for nearly seven 
straight hours. Within minutes I have a 
bracing drink in hand, a steak searing over 
the fire, and new friends around me. But 
later in my tent, as I drift toward sleep, 
the South Fork’s purling chorus reminds 
me of the gulf between the fishing I’d 
hoped for and the fishing I’d experienced. 
Try as I might, I can’t shake a nagging ex- 
pectation that lingers just shy of pre- 
sumption. It’s unfair to the fish and the 
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river, I know, and it robs each moment of 
its precious, peculiar gifts. 

SINGIN’ (REELS) IN THE RAIN 

A third of the way through the second 
day’s float, basalt cliffs crowd cotton- 
woods to the water’s edge, and the river 
braids into a half-dozen channels. The 
skies are bruised and broken, sending 
out sheets of rain one minute, then thun- 
der and sunlight the next. “This is the 
mother of all riffles,” Deardorff tells me, 
back-oaring into a deep emerald run that 
knifes through the gravel. When the first 
bugs appear, I figure them for fluffs of 
cottonwood. Deardorff sits bolt upright. 
“Those are yellow PMDs,” he says. 
“There’s a mahogany. See it?” 

Within two minutes, the hatches ex- 
plode. We round a bend in the braid to 
find legions of mayflies springing from 
the water. There are bluewing olives, 
green drakes, and PMDs. The river is 
frantic, cobbled with the rain but boiling, 
as well, with trout snouts, fins, and tails. 
I scramble to tie on flies, my fingers 
shaking. This is what I’d imagined, but I 
can’t believe it’s happening now. 


“This is unreal!” Deardorff hollers, as 
the storm drowns out his voice. 

It seems impossible that an insect 
could hatch and fly in such a downpour, 
but the bugs won’t be denied, and the 
fish follow. An i8-inch brown clears the 
water four times before coming to the 
net. Rain nearly batters my fly into the 
drink, but in an hour and a half I rise 
who-knows-how-many fish. I land ii 
trout in a 15-minute stretch, with rivers of 
rain running off my hat brim. One long 
cast puts my fly a half foot up the river- 
bank — “the emerging minnow presenta- 
tion,” Deardorff says — but a half breath 
after the fly goes wet, a 16-inch cutthroat 
boils underneath. The strike happens so 


quickly that the details sharpen only after 
the fact — a flash of crimson slashes right 
to left in a dark hole where the fly was 
floating, and then my rod comes to life. 

We get a solid two hours of what the 
South Fork can be, wrenching brown 
trout from the grass banks and cutts and 
rainbows from bubble lines that gyre 
below the riffles. By the time the bite 
peters out, we’re in the river’s slack sec- 
tion, and Deardorff cranks a small out- 
board to push us home. I lean back in the 
drift boat, stow the rod, and shake my 
head with gratitude. I got what I came 
for, and it was all the sweeter for what I 
knew in my heart: This time, it was more 
than I deserved. © 



SCRATCH THE SURFACE 

Getajumponafull-blown hatch by learningto identify trout feeding on insects 
that haven’tyet fully turned adult. “When all you see are dorsal fins and tails, and 
no fish heads,” Dave Deardorff explains, “that’s a sure sign trout are taking emerg 
ers.” Throw cripple patterns and emergers tied with sparse materials and CDC. 
“Once the fish turn on to the duns, you’ll see trout stick their whole beaks out of 
the water.” Bythenyou might have landed atrophy already. — T.E.N 
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David E. 
Petzal 

answers 

your 

questions 
about guns, 
shooting, 
hunting, 
and life 


If you could be transported to any moment 
in history, what would it be? And what 
gun would you carry? 

-AARON DALTON, MERIDIAN, IDAHO 


A , In recorded history? It would be 
■ Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg, 
at the moment when the smoke from 
the cannon bombardment cleared to 
reveal 13,000 Confederate infantry 
lined up for a mile, ready to step off 
into immortality. I would not be car- 
rying a gun. I would be hiding some- 
where. If it were non-recorded his- 
tory, I would love to see what a T. rex 
looked like, and I would see if I could 
borrow a Barrett M82A1 .50 BMC for 
the occasion. 


Q . If you had to guess, how many 
■ guns have you owned, and 
how many shots have you taken? 

-JAMES NOLAN, CARLISLE, PA. 

A I This is not just a guess, but a 
■ wild guess. I’ve been shooting on 
a regular basis for 58 years and prob- 
ably owned 500 or so firearms over 
six decades. My present collection. 


however, is so small that people burst 
into tears on seeing it. Rounds of am- 
munition expended? Hundreds of 
thousands, at least. 


Q , Which is the better choice for 
■ deer, the .243 Winchester or 
6mm Remington? 

-JOHN BIGBIE, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

A I They are so close in performance 
■ that there’s no practical difference. 
If you handload, a slight edge goes to 
the 6mm Remington because it holds 
slightly more powder and the case 
necks are not as prone to stretching. 

Q , Have you used the new 
■ Nosier AccuBond Long 
Range? The concept seems great, 
but I can't find a single example 
of anyone having shot a game 
animal with this bullet. 

-JOHN LIND, ONTARIO, CANADA 



A . I’ve shot the AccuBond Long 
■ Range, but not at game. It’s very 
accurate, highly aerodynamic, and 
probably considerably tougher than 
most bullets with that kind of ballistic 
coefficient. Quit worrying and be of 
good cheer, man, this is Nosier we’re 
talking about. 

Q , My friends think Tm cra:^ 

■ for using a .375 H 8 cH on 
whitetails, but my rounds punch 
through thickets and knock deer 
down. Am I nuts? 

-COL. MICHAEL A. ABELL, 
MOUNT EDEN, KY. 

A I You are partly nuts. Nothing 
■ punches through the thickets. 

All bullets, regardless of size, can de- 
flect. Nor does any “round” knock 
anything down. That said, the .375 
H&H has taken every species of ani- 
mal that poops, and handles deer 
with the same deadly efficiency it 
does everything else. 

Q , What do you think of using a 
■ silencer on a hunting rifle? 

-LUC HENRY, RALEIGH, N.C. 

A I I think it’s an excellent idea. A 
■ suppressor (which is the correct 
name) can save your hearing, which 
is no small thing in hunting or in life. 

I wish something had saved mine. 

Q , What gives you a thrill? 

■ -KIM PORTMAN, 

SAN BERNARDINO, CALIL. 

A I My liver quivers hardest when I 
■ am able to hit the X-ring on a 600- 
yard F- Class target, which is only 3 
inches in diameter. Seeing the scoring 
marker rise up out of the pit, indicating 
that I have hit the bull’s-eye dead cen- 
ter, gives me a warm, gooey feeling that 
I can’t seem to obtain elsewhere. ® 


GOT A QUESTION FOR OUR RIFLES EDITOR? 


Send it to askpetzal@fieldandstream.com. We cannot guarantee polite answers to all questions. 
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5-JN-l MAXIMIZER 
HELPS TAKE PERFORMANCE 
OVER THE TOP. 


RESTORE POWER 


CLEAN FUEL SYSTEM 


PREVENT 
ETHANOL DAMAGE 


ENHANCE 
WATER REMOVAL 


The exclusive vapor technology in 
STA-Bir 360° MARINE works hard, 
even when the engine is not running. 
It rises above the fuel line and travels 
throughout the entire fuel system, to 
reach all the vital parts of the engine. 


See how you can take 
performance to the next level at 
STA-BIL360marine.com 



HEROES OF CONSERVATION 

Propagating salmon, creating new fishermen, 
and nurturing public wildlife By Mike Toth 



THE COHO CULTIVATOR 

ERROL ANDERSON, CHEHALIS, WASH. 

Everyyear since 1983, Anderson has reared up to 100,000 coho salmon from eyed eggs and re- 
leased them into Deep Creek, his home water. He picks up the eggs at a state hatchery and tends to 
them daily for three months until the salmon growto 1 72 inches. Anderson took over the volunteer 
effort because hesawthatthe number of returning salmon had been declining. He has also im- 
proved stream habitat and created spawn! ng areas. “I want to see that the creek has fish,” says 
Anderson, 77, a retired logger. He released his three-millionth coho lastyear. 


THE ANGLER MAKER 

CAPT. TOMMY LftRONGE,BELLEAIR, FLA. 

Aformer foster child, LaRongeand hisfriend Misty Wells founded a 
Reel Future, a nonprofit organization whose mission is to take as many 
foster kids as possible out on the water. To date, the organization has 
brought 300 kids fishing. “The reward is absolutely amazing,” says 
LaRonge, 42, a charter fishing captain. “I Ve been not wanted, and I 
wantthese kids to knowthat there are people outthere who care.” 



THE MOJAVE CHAMPION 

CLIFF McDonald, MOJAVE VALLEY, ARIZ. 

Since 2005, McDonald has led volunteer work crews to repair hun- 
dreds of water guzzlers and water-pumping windmills in California’s 
1.6-million-acre Mojave National Preserve. McDonald, 66, grew up 
hunting on the preserve and took his sons on their first huntingtrips 
there. The retired supervisor also successfully lobbied to establish an 
early two-weekyouth quail hunting season at Mojave. 
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TELL US YOUR STORY! 


Nominate yourself or a friend as a 
Hero of Conservation. Projects 
featured here receive a $500 grant. 









lA 

Rl^ 

IE, the 

only fuel tree 

itment to emit a revolui 

lel 

1 lin 

e to pr 

otect your en 

gine where others befoi 

ef 

) yo 

ur engi 

ine running cl 

leaner, leaner, smoothei 

J 1 

jerf 

ormatK 

:e is in the va 

ipor. 







FISHING 


CHEAP THRILLS 

The beauty of the Storm Shad is that 
there is no wrong way to fish one. Rip it, 
jig it, crawl it, hop it, troll it; even if you 
do nothing but cast and reel steadily, it’ll 
get crushed. Since the bait’s debut, there 
have been countless imitators. I’ve 
always remained a fan of the original, 
largely because the eyes don’t pop out, 
the hooks are very strong, and I believe 
the tail kick provides better vibration 
than others. I’ve used Shads for every- 
thing from bass through the ice to red- 
fish on the flats, but I think they’re most 
lethal in current. Cast a Shad upstream, 
let it hit the bottom, and reel back with 
pops of the rod tip. There’s nary a small- 
mouth on the planet that will refuse. 

Compared with a bucktail, one could 
argue that the Storm Shad lacks dura- 
bility and repairability. A Storm won’t 
last long on a trip for pike or barracuda. 
If your life depends on it, the bucktail is 
the lure you’d want in your survival kit, 
but for the weekend angler who’s will- 
ing to spend as much as $20 on one 
hardbait (and risk losing it), I think 
Gibson puts it best: “One Shad costs 
you about a dollar,” he says. “If you had 
more than a dollar’s worth of fun with 
one before you needed to change it, 
that’s a pretty good deal.” It’s such a 
good deal that I buy in bulk, because 
the thought of being in a situation 
where I need a Shad and don’t have 
one — or have only one that’s on its last 
legs — is too frightening to imagine. ® 


’Eye Candy 

There’s a Storm 
Shad pattern to 
fool just about 
any fish. 


STORM TROOPERS 

Is the Swim Shad more versatile than a 
classic bucktail? (Spoiler alert: Yes) RyJoeCerniele 


I OR GENERATIONS, the 
I white bucktail jig has been 
hailed as the most versatile 
lure ever. So effective is its ability to 
catch any fish anywhere, bucktails 
were once stocked in military-issue 
survival kits. It wasn’t until 2002 
when the bucktail first got a run for its 
money. That’s when Storm unveiled 
its new swimbait, the WildEye Swim 
Shad. I still remember buying my first 
pack of Shads... and I still remember 
the thump of the striper that whacked 
one of the baits within 10 casts off a 
Jersey Shore jetty. Since then I’ve put 
up everything from 30-pound striped 
bass to 2-pound crappies on these 
soft plastics, and I rarely hit the 
water — fresh or salt — without a few 
“Stormies.” They are, in my mind, 
the new-age bucktail. To realize their 
potency, you need to understand why 
they work so well, and how they rose 
to the top at lightning speed. 

REVOLUTION SOLUTION 

Steve Gibson, a product engineer at 
Storm, was on the team that developed 
the Shad. In the years prior to the bait’s 


release, Gibson noted that the swimbait 
market was split into two categories: 
cheap, rigid soft plastics that required 
an external jighead, and expensive 
custom baits coming out of California, 
mainly bought by big-bass fanatics. 

“The Storm Shad solved many prob- 
lems in the early swimbait market,” 
Gibson tells me. “They came prerigged, 
which allowed anyone of any skill level 
to use them. The injection-molded 
baits of that time were largely solid 
colors, while our baits came in a huge 
array of patterns and sizes with internal 
holographic foil that added a subtle 
flash no one else had. They were also 
affordable and widely distributed.” 

Those factors contributed to the 
bait’s early success, but Gibson says 
the Swim Shad ultimately took off be- 
cause, quite simply, it caught loads of 
fish. Not long after the lure hit shelves, 
Gibson started getting calls from 
people using the 3- and 4-inch models 
intended for freshwater to fool giant 
tarpon. That’s when he realized the 
bait’s true versatility. “In no time,” he 
says, “they were in every tackle shop, 
from the big-boxes to mom-and-pops.” 


I still remember 
buying my first 
pack of 
Sha[ls...an(ll 
still remember 
the thump of 
the striper that 
whacked one 
of the baits 
within to casts 
off a Jersey 
Shore ieffy. 
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The PlasmaCAM* machine 
makes it easy for you to cut 
intricate metai projects. Caii 
with this code LDNSDfor 
your free demo video to see 
what you can do with this 
amaziny machine! 


PO Box 19818 • Colorado City, CO 81019-0818 

(719) 676-2700 • www.plasmacam.com 


“While shopping, my wife saw an | 
expensive metal table she liked. I offered 


to make her one, but with my own design & style. Even 
with little metalworking experience, I imported my 
sketch and cut out the metal table - all in one piece 
and with no other materials. The table came out just 
how I imagined! Plus, several people want to buy my 
table design. Now I can make my ideas into unique & 
profitable projects using the PlasmaCAM ®! '' 

-Dennis Cordova, Amateur Metalworker 
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ADVENTURES 


CREATURES IN THE DARK 


This month, an underrated bite heats up in the Northeast. Grab 
some jigs and watch out for the ink: It’s squid season ByCiChivers 


N THE DIMMING GRAY 
of an evening in mid May, 
Luke Ackroyd swung a light- 
weight casting rod over the gunwale 
and let a pair of jigs drop through cool 
water to his quarry below. His was an 
unusual rig. The lower jig was a tear- 
drop of metal with a pair of eyes 
painted at the bottom end. The upper 
jig, tied about i8 inches ahead of the 
first, was a clear hollow tube resem- 
bling a squat mackerel. Neither bore a 
hook. Instead, both ended with two 
rows of needlelike steel pins. 

We were in an open boat just east of 
Nebraska Shoal, the underwater pla- 
teau a short distance off Rhode Island’s 
sandy southern beaches. The seas were 
light; the wind barely a breeze; the sur- 
face temperature a stubborn 48. A few 
other boats, spread along the fishing 


The squid slid 
free, lei go of 
my arm, and 
landed in a 
buckefofice. 
Wifhanoisy 
squirt if 
sfainedfheice 
black. 


grounds, rose and fell on oceanic swells. 
Many were brightly lit, giving the mini 
fleet a carnival air. 

We had arrived early. I was sipping a 
cup of coffee ahead of darkness, which 
is when the action we sought usually 
happens. Ackroyd’s tandem rig found 
the bottom in a half-knot tide. He 
reeled a turn to bring it clear. The jigs 
stopped. Ackroyd eased back slowly, 
furrowing his face as if perplexed. His 
rod stayed slumped. Judging from his 
reaction, it felt like neither fish nor snag. 

“Hey, I think I have one,” he said, 
and began to reel, lifting the weight 
toward the surface. 

Together we peered down into clear 
green seawater and watched his catch 
emerge — a squid, about 18 inches long 
in all, tentacles flailing, fins waving, its 
head spitting a dark cloud of ink as it 


neared the boat. It was trying to swim 
away in lunges, changing colors as it 
moved. First it was gray with dark web- 
bing and small blue spots. Then its 
hues shifted in a wavelike rush. It 
became brick red with dark streaks. Its 
spots blazed turquoise. 

Ackroyd swung it over the side and 
into my hands. It was cold. It flashed 
through color changes again, almost 
turning black, then a hot purple before 
settling for the moment on pink. Suc- 
tion cups on its tentacles found a pur- 
chase on the skin of my wrist. I flipped 
over the jig, turning the pins toward the 
deck. The squid slid free, let go of my 
arm, and landed in a bucket of ice. 
With a noisy squirt, it stained the ice 
black. A smile lit Ackroyd’s face. It was 
our first trip of the season. We had meat 
at minute one. 
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“That was quick,” he said, and sent 
the jigs back down. 

Almost instantly his rod arced again. 

THE NIGHT SHIFT 

Each year, as spring spreads its warmth 
along the northeastern coast and in- 
shore Atlantic seawater temperatures 
climb through the 40s toward the 50- 
degree Fahrenheit mark, masses of 
longfin squid move from their offshore 
wintering grounds toward the southern 
New England coastline. Once they 
arrive, they can roam as near as the 
surf, estuaries, bridge pilings, and 
harbor docks; larger schools frequently 
hang back a short distance from shore. 
There they hunt and feed, often over 
open bottom in less than 30 feet of 
water. And there they spawn and die, 
leaving behind a new generation as 
they close out a brief life cycle and re- 
plenish the stock. 

Longfin squid, which live from 
Newfoundland to Venezuela, form an 
essential building block in the ocean 
food web and are an important com- 
mercial fishery. When dense masses of 
them venture within easy reach of 
small-craft anglers, an underappreci- 
ated sport fishery unfolds. 

Where we live and fish, schools of 
longfin squid usually turn up on either 
side of the entrance to Narragansett Bay 
in May. (Many squidders flock to a 
well-known bridge in Newport, R.I., 
dubbed the Calamari Causeway.) We 
find them reliably at Nebraska Shoal, 
where they typically spend several 
weeks during one of the peaks in the 
species’ spawning patterns. Some years 
they loiter deep into June. 

Get past the squeamishness that 
some people retain for squid, and you 
will realize you are passing up a deli- 
cacy. Our local longfins (and less com- 
monly seen shortfins) are tasty and 
good for you, and they can be prepared 
in seemingly endless ways, from grill 
to skillet, salad bowl to pickling jar, 
smoker to pasta plate. And they are 
more than food. We freeze part of our 
catch for bait, and feed it back to the 
water through autumn. Cut into strips 
or even used whole, squid caught in 
spring yield fluke, scup, black sea 
bass, striped bass, and bluefish. 

The squid run has another welcome 
attribute: Squidding is best at night. For 
those of us with day jobs, night fisheries 
are one of nature’s blessings. We can 
work the day, eat a quick meal, fill a 
thermos, and be out on the water by 8 
or 8:30 P.M. as darkness descends. After 


jigging for a few hours, we can reverse 
the ride and be asleep by midnight — 
often with a cooler that is heavy with 
iced meat. 

OFF THE HOOK 

Ackroyd remained busy hauling squid 
beyond sunset and into the night. We 
had anchored on a promising spot and 
switched on four halogen lights, which 
were pointed at the water from the 
boat’s T-top. This is not an ideal way of 
drawing bait toward the surface — a 
submerged light would be much more 
effective — but it nonetheless attracted a 
few squid. They passed by, sometimes 
ghostlike and slowly; other times in 
fast-moving feeding packs. Those on 
the surface were a mere distraction. 
Many more squid remained deeper, out 
of sight. To find them, we worked jigs 
near the bottom. When the bite slowed 
we’d plumb the mid-water depths and 
connect with more squid there. Ack- 
royd caught them in singles and pairs; I 
pitched in with a steady pick. Soon the 
boat was a mess of dark ink splashes. 
The buckets were noisy with squirting, 
writhing squid. 

Jigging for squid resembles ordinary 
vertical jigging, save for the peculiari- 
ties of squid jigs, which are hookless. 
They come in many types and in many 
different sizes. Some glow in the dark; 
some are solid metal; others are plastic- 
bodied and float or sink at a slow rate; 
a few have small integral lights. They 
all work, and they share a trait: rows of 
spiky pins built to take advantage of 
the feeding habits of squid, which 
seize prey with their tentacles and pull 
it toward their beaklike mouth. When 
a squid reaches for a jig, the angler will 
usually sense its weight. Pulling back 
drives the pins into the tentacles. From 
there the angler simply reels in 
steadily, being sure to give the squid 
no slack, which can allow the barbless 


pins to slip loose. The trick is to keep 
the squid moving smoothly and verti- 
cally, dragged along by the jig, and to 
continue the motion fluidly as it clears 
the water, via a gentle lift and swing 
that carries the squid into the air and 
onto the deck or, even better, to a wait- 
ing hand. 

The last steps can be elusive for new 
squidders. Gawking at a pinned squid 
boatside is almost impossible for many 
to resist, and also a good way to lose a 
squid. Still, this is not a difficult sport. 
On weekends, our boat is often packed 
with my children and their cousins, all 
of whom learned how to squid by age 8 
or 9 and can out-squid the grown- 
ups — at least as long as they manage to 
stay awake. 

Once a squid comes aboard, it goes 
immediately into a high-sided bucket of 
seawater-and-ice slurry. Squid decom- 
pose swiftly; on a warm night your deli- 
cacy can turn foul in a flash. The slurry 
bucket has another function, too — it 
becomes a reservoir of squid ink, which 
makes cleanup easier later. When the 
squidding hits lulls, we transfer the 
squid into bags, and bury these in a 
cooler with fresh ice, where they await 
cleaning on land the next sunrise. 

On this night, the squid didn’t stop. 
They struck jigs yo-yoed near the 
bottom, and jigs flipped out away from 
the boat and allowed a gliding free fall. 
They jumped onto jigs at mid-depths, 
and chased jigs up into the light, almost 
to the surface before darting away. Ack- 
royd and I quit at about 10 P.M., before 
the squid did, with about 85 fresh long- 
fins, neatly bagged and under the ice. 
These were fine specimens: With their 
legs, many exceeded 20 or even 22 
inches and weighed well more than a 
pound. We had roughly 50 pounds 
when we headed in — enough to make 
for many days of bait, and to share and 
feast upon in the weeks ahead. © 



Howmany squid jigs (like the one shown) to use depends on many factors. I often fish with my 
children and find a tandem rig— a heavy jig at the bottom that holds its place in the tide and a 
floater swinging free a short distance above— strikes the right balance. It puts a variety of lures 
and many pins in the water, and yet it does not hijack time by interminably tangling. — C., 


FIELDANDSTREAM.COM 35 




INSTANT GUIDE 

SKILLS 
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BAIT SHOP 

TIPS 

EXPERTS 


SPORTSMAN’S 



BREAK 
THE HEX 

Become a night 
stalker to hit 
heavy browns 
during the 
Midwest’s big- 
gest, baddest 
mayfly hatch 

By Tom Davis 



^ RIG UP This game is about 
casting large flies in tight spaces 
and fighting big fish in close quar- 
ters. Medium-action 5-weight out- 
fits are standard, but 6- and even 
7-weight sticks aren’t overkill. 

Any well-dressed floating line will 
do, and all you need between line 
and fly is 6 feet of 10-pound-test 
mono or 2X leader material. "Fine 
and far off” is not operative here. 


Ever see those national reports Midwest. What makes these bugs so special 

about clouds of insects so dense is that they draw huge trout— the ones that 

y they show up on radar and coat spend most of their time hunkered deep- 

entire towns? Those living bliz- to the surface for a sip. But cashing in on 

zards are Hexagenia limbata, the this hatch is no sunny wade in the park. 


giant mayfly that hatches at dusk in late Here’s how to stalk the dark of night and 


spring and early summer throughout the score in the swarm. 







Battle gear for 
blackout browns 


^ DOWN NOTE Solid hook- 
sets are easier to achieve 
with fish rising downstream 
of your position. 


[f] NEALY*S HEX & HEX 
POLYBACK EMERGER The 

rubber-legged Nealy’s is irresistible 
to browns feeding hard on duns, 
whereas the low-profile Polyback is 
tops when the hatch slows and the 
fish become more selective. $2.75; 
tightlinesflyshop. com 


CAST CLOSE When you hear 
a rise, ease into a position that 
lets you make a short, accurate 
cast. You can get absurdly close 
to a Hex-feeding trout because 
it’s dark, the bottom is soft, and 
they’re so keyed in to the bugs. 
Don’t worry if your fly drags a 
little, either; sometimes that’s ex- 
actly what it takes to make it stand 
out from the parade of naturals 
floating by. Strike with conviction 
whenever you sense a splash in the 
vicinity of your fly. Side pressure 
helps keep fish out of snags. 


[2] PETZL TIKKA HEADLAMP 

A reliable headlamp is a must for 
catching a nighttime Hex hatch. 
This unit is so light and compact, 
you won’t even know you’re wear- 
ing it, and the high-output LED 
guarantees you’ll find your way 
back to the truck. $30; petzl.com 


^ STAKE IN THE MUD The Hex 

is a lover of silt, marl, and mucky 
sand. Look for duns to emerge 
in the slower sections of streams 
where a soft bottom predominates. 
Ideal water temperature is between 
65 and 70 degrees, and the hatch 
typically begins 30 to 40 minutes 
after sunset. Deep river bends, un- 
dercut banks, and woody snags are 
classic spots; stake them out well 
ahead of nightfall, and don’t forget 
the DEET. 


[3] SCOTT RADIAN FLY ROD 

Without visual cues to guide 
your casting, feel becomes all- 
important — and in my opinion 
no rod has better feel than the 
Radian. The 8-foot 6-inch 5-weight 
is a terrific tool for this big-bug 
event. $795; scottflyrod.com 


iii\ 
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SKILLS 


OUTSIDE THE 
BOX (GALL) 

HAVING TROUBLE WITH 
PRESSURED TURKEYS? 
TRY A NEW SOUND 

> By T. Edward Nickens 


B Mouth calls, pot calls, and box calls rule the roost 
with turkey hunters, but they’re not the only op- 
tions for striking up a conversation with 01’ Gob. Hunters 
in the know tend to keep quiet about the four lesser- 
known calls here because their effectiveness hinges in 
part on how rarely toms hear their sweet tones. But when 
a pressured bird won’t cooperate, any one of these can be 
your ace in the hole. 



T. Trumpet 

If you can't be bothered to 
make your own wing-bone 
call, just buy a trumpet call, 
which has a similarly soft, 
organic sound. Trumpet 
calls are made of exotic 
woods, metal, or glass and 
plastics. Like wing-bones, 
they're blown using a tight, 
kissing inhalation. Un- 
like wing-bones, they can 
produce loud calls that cut 
through the wind to strike 
distant birds. 

2. Scratch Box 

Originally made from 
match or cigar boxes, this 
traditional Southern call has 
been around for a couple of 
hundred years and special- 
izes in realistic soft talk. A 
predecessor to the box call, 
it consists of a small wooden 
box and a separate striker. 
One major advantage is 
that different strikers can 
be used to produce a wide 
variety of sounds. 

3. Tube 

Like a diaphragm call at- 
tached to a megaphone, a 
tube call is simply a piece of 
latex stretched over a cyl- 
inder and held in place with 
a rubber band. In the right 
hands, it'll make every wild 
turkey sound, from gobbles 
to kee kee runs — and with 
unmatched volume. 

4. Push-button 

These boxlike friction calls 
aren't so much less familiar 
as they are less used, espe- 
cially by veterans who dis- 
parage them as the choice of 
newbies. But with the simple 
push of a striker rod, they 
put out distinctive clucks, 
putts, and yelps. Some can 
be mounted to a shotgun. 
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Treasure the Thrill of the Hunt 

The White Tailed Deer 
Gold-Plated Coin 


• Endorsed by the prestigious Grand Slam Club/Ovis 

• Gleaming 24 K gold plating and exclusive artwork 

Special Offer — 60 % Off the Regular Price! 

Claim your Coin for just $9,95 with FREE Shipping! 


A ^^Trophy Buck^^ ... FOR Under Ten Bucks! 


It’s your golden opportunity — a magnificent 10-point buck is headed your way! Now 
you can treasure the thrill of the hunt forever, with the WMe Tailed Deer Gold- 
Plated Coin from The Bradford Exchange Mint. This meticulously crafted coin bears 
an intricate portrait of the White Tailed Deer. Richly plated in 24K gold, it showcases 
exclusive American Eagle artwork on its reverse and arrives sealed to enjoy for years 
to come. This heirloom tribute to America’s hunting heritage is endorsed by the Grand 
Slam/Ovis Club, sponsors of the ultimate hunting milestone, the Super Slam of North 
American Big Game. 


A Remarkable Value. 100% Guaranteed. 

Act now to claim your coin for just $9.95 with FREE SHIPPING! 
That’s a savings of nearly $15 off the regular price. With your 
purchase you will be enrolled in the North American Super 
Slam Collection, giving you the opportunity — never the 
obhgation — to acquire a thriffing collection of gold-plated 
coins celebrating big game hunting. You’ll also receive a deluxe 
wooden display — FREE! Don’t miss this special opportunity! 
Supphes are extremely hmited. Your purchase is fully backed 
by our 365-day money-back guarantee. Send no money now. 
Return your Priority Reservation Certificate today. 



Come face-to- 
face with the 

WHITE TAIEED DEER 


www.bradfordexchange.com/superslam 


©2012 Grand Slam Club/Ovis. All Rights Reserved. 
©2012 BGE 17-00150-001-BI 


RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW 

THE 

-iMIIVT*- 

9307 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 6071 4-9995 

YES. Please reserve the White Tailed Deer Gold-Plated Coin for 

me as described in this announcement. 

Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 


Signature 


Mrs. Mr. Ms. 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 

Address 


Citv 

State 

Zig 

45264-E81701 

*Please allow 4-8 weeks for shipment. Sales subject to product availability and order 

acceptance. 
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Get Comfy 

It doesn't take much ef- 
fort to produce prime 
big-buck bedding areas. 


PROJECTS 


MAKE THE BED 


GET A WHITETAIL TO SLEEP RIGHT NEAR YOUR FOOD PLOTS > By Scott Bestui 


B This month, most deer fanatics have food plots on the brain. But planning 

where fall bucks will eat is only one piece of the puzzle. You can dictate where 
they’ll sleep, too. Bucks look for specific features in a bedding area, and with a little 
work, you can create ideal spots near the feed for the perfect ambush. Here’s how. 



? 

PICK THE SITE 

Bucks like to bed high, 
so they can spot dan- 
gerand escape quickly. 
Any bench or ridge end 
400 to 500 yards off 
the feed is a great spot. 
But remember, high is 
a relative term here; if 
your deer bed in low- 
lands, a dry hump 3feet 
tallerthan anything 
elseisfine. 



T 

CLEAR THE SPOT 

Deer don't like sleep- 
ingon rocks or sticks 
any more than you do. 
Clear brush and debris 
in a 4X4-foot area, then 
flatten that spot with 
a spade. Some experts 
lay down straw or haul 
in sand, which ensures 
the bed is dry and 
insulated. Don't laugh; 
it works. 



? = 

BUILD A WALL 

Because bucks like cover \ 
behind them, locating : 
the bed in front of a rock ■ 
face or blowdown makes ; 
sense. Even better, ; 

hinge-cut a fewyoung j 
trees with a chain saw j 
toformabackwall.The : 
beauty of hinge-cutting i 
isthat it keeps the trees j 
aliveandyourwall lush I 
with cover foryears. ; 



f 

STEER THE BUCK 

Speed-scout to see 
what existingtrailsa 
buck will use to travel to 
and from his new bed, 
then either hinge-cut 
trees or pile brush to 
block any that are not 
to your advantage. Now 
you’ve not only made 
the buck's bed;youVe 
steered him toward 
yourtop ambush sites. 



)\ 


WET CURED 

Use this homemade boot 
dryer to remedy sopping 
waders fast 

The only thingworsethan 
fillingyour boot-foot chest 
waders while fishing or hunt- 
ing is that cold, squishy feeling 
the nexttimeyou stickyour 
tootsies in there. Try this trick 
for getting them totally dry 
between outings. 

1 

■ 

Wringwaterout of the in- 
soles and inner boot material, 
then jam dry newspaper into 
the boots to soak up as much 
residual moisture as possible. 

2 

Cut a 4-foot length of 
4-inch PVC pipe in half at a 
45-degree angle, so that you 
have a pai r of 2-foot-long 
pipes with one end square 
andtheotherangled. 

3 


Roll the waders inside out 
so they stand about 2 feet 
tall. Remove the newspaper. 
Insert a pipe in each boot, 
pushingthe angled end into 
the toe. 

4 

Turn the entire contraption 
upside down over a floor heat 
register. The risingair dries 
the main part of the boot, as 
the pipe funnels hotair into 
the recesses of the boot toe. 

—T EDWARD NICKENS 
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MOSSY OAK^ 
FASTFIT® 


MOSSY OAK^ 
ORIGINAL^ 


THE TOOL THAT FITS LIKE A CLOVE, 

f mmmmASiKCOM 

ttmechanix H P 0 
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BAIT SHOP 


CATCH A BUG 

THREE WAYS TO FILL YOUR BAIT 
BUCKET-OR STEAMER POT-WITH 
LIVE CRAYFISH > ByM.D. Johnson 


D Whether you call them crawdads, 

crawfish, or mudbugs, crayfish are one 
of the most lethal bass, catfish, and big- trout 
baits you can put on a hook. They also hap- 
pen to taste great steamed with a little Cajun 
seasoning. Both are terrific reasons to get out 
and catch some craws. All you need is a set 
of fast hands, a piece of raw chicken, or an 
inexpensive trap. Here’s what to do. 


LIFT-AND-GRAB 

TRAP 

DjP^ 

Though not 

Baited with 

Great for slow- 

very efficient, 

shadorchicken 

er still-water 

this method is 

backs, a crayfish 

crayfishing. 

probablythe 

trap ($ii;frabill. 

dippingworks 

most fun. Just 

com) funnels 

exactly like the 

wade into any 

your quarry into 

crabbing method 

flowing, rocky 

asmall opening 

that’s common 

creek, and start 

to feed. Once in. 

on the coast. 

lifting stones 

they have a hard 

Tie a raw 

to find craws 

timefindingtheir 

chicken legto 

underneath. 

way back out. 

a nylon cord. 

Stand on the 

Leave traps 

and dipthe bait 

downstream 

overnight in 

amongthe rocks. 

side of the rock 

slow streams. 

letting it soak for 

and lift toward 

in shallow still 

afew minutes. 

yourself sothe 

waters, or in ed- 

Crayfish will grab 

currentflushes 

dies within fast 

holdofthetough 

away the silt. 

streams. To keep 

skin and stay at- 

Crayfish swim 

captured craws 

tached if you lift 

backward, so 

from destroying 

the bait slowly up 

attack from the 

the bait before 

off the bottom. 

rear, whether 

more of their 

Scoop them into 

usingadip net 

friends join the 

a small dip net. 

oryour hands. If 

feast, slip the 

but be quick; 

the latter, scoop 

chicken orshad 

crayfish usually 

withyour palms 

into a nylon 

let go as soon as 

or grab just 

stocking before 

they break the 

behind the head. 

loadingthetrap. 

surface. 





FEED THE KNEAD 

Remember the deli- 
ciously salty taste of Play- 
Doh from when you were 
a kid? Fish love it, too. 
Here are three ways to 
put this nontoxic putty to 
use on a hook. 


Hook more fish with a 

Trout Neon Play-Doh 
balls make great salmon 
egg imitations, but you 
can also mold a pinch 
around afresh meal- 
worm to make it stand 
out in stained water. 


pinch of Play-Doh 

Catfish Cats will eat a 
hunk of Play-Doh mixed 
with garlic powder. Pack- 
ingthis mixaroundyour 
sinker can also lure fish 
to traditional hook baits 
as the putty dissolves. 


Flounder Hook a min- 
now, then stick a ball of 
Play-Doh on the point, 
coveringthebarb.lt 
keeps the livie from slid- 
ing off, and amps visual 
appeal. — joecermele 
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Advertisement 



Range365.com is the newest, coolest, best destination for shooters. 


THE WN tlFE^VUe GUK REVIEWS BE^GUHS 


SHOOTING SPORTS HONTING SEI.F-OEFEJISE VIOEOS 


RANGE 


36b 


It is a totally new kind of website that's dedicated to guns, shooting, gear - and fun. 
It covers every aspect of shooting, whether you're someone who's just learning the 
sport or an experienced gun enthusiast, a modern rifle shooter or a 3-gun fan, 
a seasoned deadeye or a first-time handgun owner. 


RANGE365.COM 
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TRAIN WITH THE EXPERTS! 


Join Outdoor Life and Rifles Only 
for an exclusive training course 
designed to help outdoorsmen 
realize their potential as riflemen 
in real-world scenarios. 

The three-day class includes a 
technical education in firearms, 
an emphasis on practical field 
marksmanship, shooting at 
realistic targets, and more. 



REGISTER TOPAY 

OUTDOORLIFE.COM/ 

SHOOTINGSCHOOL 

Contact us with questions: 
OLShootingSchool@bonniercorp.coni 
888 - 647-2235 


Presented by 


OBu^neir 
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B We’ve all been there: trout rising in every direction and not a 
fly in the box that’ll draw a strike. The solution? Carry a small 
pair of scissors, and when trout get picky, use these three trimming 
tricks to make your bugs look buggier, and score more hookups. 



The problenn with nnany 
dry flies fresh fronn the 
shop is that they have too 
nnuch hackle; no nnayfly 
or caddis IVeseen has 
8o legs. In hard-fished 
waters, a low-floating 
fly tends to be a better 
producer, particularly in 
slow pools or during an 
eveningspinnerfall. In 
these situations, try clip- 
ping off all the hackle on 
the underside of the hook 
shank so the fly floats 
flush to the surface. 



WET FLIES 

Wet flies innitate both 
ennergers and drowned 
adult bugs. The fornner 
drifts with its exoskele- 
ton dangling; the latter 
often looks bedraggled. 
That's why wet flies tend 
to catch nnore fish after 
they've been chewed 
up. Hurry that process 
by clipping the hackle 
unevenly, wrecking any 
fresh-fronn-the-vise 
synnnnetry. As a finishing 
touch, nnash the fly into 
the nnud once or twice. 



NYMPHS 


Areal nynnph's gills 
waft and pulse as the 
bug swinns along with 
the current. To innitate 
this natural movement 
more effectively, use the 
point of your scissors to 
pick out some of the fur 
along the side of the fly's 
abdomen and thorax. This 
gives your nymph the 
translucent look of the 
real thing, as the flared 
hairs add a touch of move- 
ment and create a more 
natural nymph profile. 


Illustrations by ROBERT L. PRINCE 
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Chica g o Doctor Invents 

Affordable Hearing Aid 


Superb Performance From Affordable 
Digital Hearing Aid 

Board-certified physician Dr. Cherukuri has 
done it once again with his newest invention 
of a medical grade ALL DIGITAL affordable 
hearing aid. 

Dr. Cherukuri knew that untreated hearing 
loss could lead to depression, social isolation, 
anxiety, and symptoms consistent with 
Dementia and Alzheimer’s disease. In his 
practice he knew that many of his patients 
would benefit from new digital hearing aids, 
but many couldn’t afford the expense, which 
is not generally covered by Medicare or most 
private health insurance. 

Same Digital Technology as 

$3,000 Hearing Aids 

He evaluated all the high priced digital 
hearing aids on the market and then 
created his own affordable version — called 


MDHearingAid® AIR for its virtually invisible, 
lightweight appearance. This sleek doctor- 
designed digital hearing aid delivers crisp, 
clear sound all day long and the soft flexible 
ear domes are so comfortable you won’t 
realize you are wearing them. 

This new digital hearing aid is packed with 
the features of $3,000 competitors at a mere 
fraction of the cost. Now most people with 
hearing loss are able to enjoy crystal clear, 
natural sound — in a crowd, on the phone, 
in the wind — without “whistling" and 
annoying background noise. 

Try it at Home with 
Our 45-Day Risk-Free Trial 

Of course hearing is believing, and we invite 
you to try it for yourself with our RISK-FREE 
45-Day home trial. If you are not completely 
satisfied simply return it within that time 
period for a full refund of your purchase price. 


• Mini Behind-the-Ear Digital Hearing Aid 

• Doctor- Recommended, Audiologist -Tested 

• Sleek, nearly invisible 

• FDA- Registered 

• Thousands of 
satisfied customers 

• FREE Shipping in USA 

• Batteries Included! 

Comes Ready To Use 

• 100% Money Back 
Guarantee! 



For the Lowest Price Call Today 

800 - 873-0541 

Phone Lines Open 24 Hours EVERY DAY 


Satisfied Buyers and Audiologist 
Agree, AIR is the Best Digital Value 

“The AIRs are as small and work as well as a $5,000 
pair I had previously tried from somewhere else!" 

— Dennis L., Arizona 

“...my mother hasn't heard this well in years, even 
with her $2,000 Digital! It was so great to see the joy 
on her face.” — A1 R, Minnesota 

“I would definitely recommend them to my patients 
with hearing loss” —Amy S., Indiana 


Use Offer Code AZ51 to get 

FREE Batteries for a Full Year! 


MDHearingAid* »A/ff % 


TKAl 


Proudly AswroWed In th* IfiA 

ft friTpOflgJ C tf m' l ti . 


©2015 


www.MDHearingAid.com 





• Glazed Over 
Plain white sugar 
can be a more po- 
tent bait for bears 
than stale pastries. 


EXPERTS 


DEATH BY 
JUNK FOOD 

BLACK BEAR GUIDES 
SHARE SECRET 
INGREDIENTS FORA 
KILLER BAIT MIX 

> By Michael R. Shea 


B Everyone knows 
bears love donuts, 
but that doesn’t mean 
you need to raid a Dunkin’ 
dumpster for bait. We 
asked three of North 
America’s top bear outfit- 
ters to reveal their single, 
favorite, easy-to-get bait 
ingredient, which you can 
combine at a single site to 
give bears a permanent 
bow- range food coma. 


INGREDIENT NO. 1 
LICORICE SPRITZ 


'uZ George McQuiston 
of Wild Idaho Outfitters (wild 
idahooutfitters.com) swears by 
a homemade anise concoction 
for bringing in big bruins. And 
the data backs him up. Between 
2004 and 2007, the Utah Division 
of Wildlife Resources conducted 
a study on bear attractants and 
found that the black-licorice 
aroma of anise extract beat out 
all others. McQuiston buys anise 
extract online by the gallon ($40; 
escofoods.com) and dilutes it by 


70 percent with clean vegetable 
oil. “I put it in a spray bottle and 
spritz it while walking through 
the woods and all around the bait 
site ” he says. “The whole spot 
will be crawling with bears exclu- 
sively from that anise smell.” 



INGREDIENT NO, Z 
POPCORN 

L^ldngfiOi' an Inex- 
pensive bulk filler, Trevor Kunz 
of Wyoming's 5K Outfitters (5k 
outfitters.com) discovered pop- 
corn. “It's cheaper than dog 
food or grain,” says Kunz, who 


runs 35 bait sites over a 40-mile 
area in the rugged Bridger-Teton 
National Forest. Unlike wheat, 
oats, or whole corn kernels, pop- 
corn won't fill a bear's stomach 
for long, so he'll return to the bait 
site more often. Last season, with 
four air poppers, he cooked up 50 
55-gallon bags of popcorn. This 
season, he sprungfor an indus- 
trial popcorn machine. 


INGREDIENT NO. 3 
SUGAR 

Kevin Barber of Hunt N 
It Outfitters (huntnitoutfitters. 


com) in New Brunswicktops 
things off with straight sugar. “I 
can turn any bait into bear co- 
caine by adding copious amounts 
of white sugar,” says Barber. “It 
makes even a so-so bait irresist- 
ible.” At less than 50 cents per 
pound, pure cane sugar can be 
bought by the pallet at Costco and 
most other warehouse stores. 
“Bears have a real sweet tooth,” 
Barber says. “That's why so many 
people lean on donuts and cake, 
but you can save money and make 
a more concentrated bait by using 
the main raw ingredient.” 
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RACHEL SUTHERLAND (FOOD STYLING); ICONS: ARTHUR SHLAIN (LICORICE), JOEY GOLAW (POPCORN), CLAIRE JONES (SUGAR) 





THE SIHPLE ACT OF FISHING, PRESERVES FISHING 


tvery time you purchase a Fishing license or register your boat, a portiori ot the proceeds go toward preserving 
oor nation's coastlines, lakes, rivers and streams- Protecting our memories on the water tor generations to come. 

Learn more at TaketteFishing^org/Conservation 


TAKEMEFISHtNG.org 




SILVERADO"- F-IBO*" TACOMA- TUNDRA- RAM- EXPLORER- WRANGLER 

CUSTOM 5E 



MOSSrCMK. 




AHTXCS 


360 




PHaT£CT10ri 


5KAN 


:^A ^ 

MULTICAM 


Personalize & protect your car, 
truck, or SUV's interior with seat 
covers that fit so well, they will be 
mistaken for new seats, 

Rqw 3D scanned for exact patterns 
All seat functions preserved 
Quick slip-over installation and secure 
Purpose built buckles & straps 
Entire row covered in primary fabric 
Middle & rear rows available 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Lifetime Coverking Care 
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GRAND CHEROKEE 
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Professional Sliarpenjng Statiofi 


□Shaipan 

□Steel 



□Strop 


AlifetfmG supply of 
incredibly sharp edges! 


800 < 342 -< 32&5 

www.chef8Cholce,com 

O301SEilge(>HftCt]ip. 


SAVE TIME 

24/7 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

is only a click away! 

■ Change Your Address 

■ Check Your Account Status 

■ Renew, Give a Gift or Pay a Bill 

■ Replace Missing Issues 

Just log on to: 

www.fieldandstream.com/cs 




BE PREPARED.,, 


DbSShii 


PHOOUQTFEMTmBSl ^ 

• ytftium 

• Ug AfwvJi? At mnd nwf^ct. 

t LED fbr ihAi^ at lifflrt 

• LED cAarg* Dridfcatar. 

» 400 crvnkfAf Amps 


* f Ymtr warranty 


* lamp mtarf your or ^ar^ymtrporiaMrdmtlcmmt, 



12V Jump barter vtiOt USB Charger 


fWcI wT cy 


077) 456-7901 
batterytender.com 



CELEBRATING 
50 EPISODES! 

Follow Fishing editor 
Joe Cermele as he finds 
the best fishing action and 
coolest local fishing cultures 
across the U.S. 

Check out our Facebook 
page for never-before-seen 
outtakes, extras, giveaways, 
and fly-tying videos! 


^Like 


facebook.com/fshookshots 


Brought to you by: 



fieldandstream.com/hookshots 










Brownie Points 

A 5-plus-pounder is 
readied for its 
release in a New 
Jersey stream. 
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BY MIKE TOTH 



THROWBACKS. 
LITTLE GUYS. 
SHRIMPS. 

BABIES. 

DINKS. 

here are many terms for small fish, none of them 
complimentary to your angling ability. They 
don’t fight hard. They draw faint praise from 
fellow anglers. They look small in photos, no matter 
how far you extend your arm toward the camera. 

This fishing season, you’re going to catch a big 
fish. Not just an average-size fish, or even a “nice 


one.” The fish you’re going to catch will be one of 
the biggest in the lake or river. Rather than a dream, 
this will be one of the biggest moments in your fish- 
ing history. And it can happen this weekend if 
you’re willing to do four things: 

— ► COMMIT. 

— ► PREPARE. 

— ► FISH HARD. 

— ► FISH HARDER. 

Ready? O.K. Let’s go catch your trophy. 

NO, YOO CAN’T DO THAT. YOO’RE FISHIND ALL WEEKEND 

Do not make plans to fish both Saturday and Sunday 
if you might have to take the dog to the vet, fix the 
truck, get married, help a friend move, etc. Clear your 
calendar, and let people know that you won’t be avail- 
able for any kind of social obligation. Get your er- 
rands done during the week. Or forgo it all and just 



O 

LARGEMOUTH BASS 

P.53 

SMALLMOUTH BASS 

P54 

waueTes 

P56 

STRIPED BASS 

P58 

TROUT 

P.59 

CHAIN PICKEREL 

P.60 
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Take a Bow 

This 5-pounder was 
pulled from a small 
Minnesota lake. 


1 



backbone, loaded with 
14-pound fluoro. 

Fire upyour electron- 





BY DAVE WOLAK 


ics — or grab a paper 
chart — and figure out a 

1 

MB Leave the little 

HB worms and crank- 
baits home, because a big 
postspawn largemouth 
wants a big postspawn 
meal. Large swim baits 
and giant worms are the 
name of the game— if, 
that is, you’ve got the 
dedication to throw them 
from sunup to sundown. 
Here’s your battle plan. 

Icy Hot not included. 


few key areas to hit at first 
light. What you want to 
lookfor is deeper water in 
close proximityto the shal- 
lows where bass spawn. 
Creek channels that act as 
highways between shallow 
and deep water make ex- 
cel lent targets, as do any 
submerged points near 
the spawninggrounds in 6 
to 14 feet of water. 
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■ In much of the country, 
the postspawn coincides 


■ Prepyourtackle now 



because the action can 


with the shad spawn. In 


happen right out of the 


the early morning, fan- 


gate on Saturday morning. 


cast a 6- or 8-inch clear- 


Sinceyou’re focusing on 


and-gold or pearl paddle- 


big bass,limitingyour 


tail swimbait around 


tackle to gear suited only 


those deep spots you 


for hawgs takes away the 


marked last night. Ifyou 


temptation to play with 


don’t get bit in the first 


the little fish. You want a 


two hours, roam a little 


stout 7-foot 6-inch swim- 


shallower and keep an eye 


bait rod and a baitcaster 


out for flips and dimples 


loaded with i6-pound 


from spawning shad 


fluorocarbon. Make sure 


around rocky outcrops 


your drag is oiled, as it will 


and riprap points. When 


hopefully be spinning. You 


you find activity, work 


also need a 7-foot worm- 


your swimbait around the 


ing outfit with plenty of 


perimeter, as this is where 



Open Wide 

An Alabama lunker comes to the boat. 


the big bass will lie in wait 
for a wayward shad. 



■ If you haven’t bested a 
beast by noon, pick up the 
worm rod, head backto 
the deep areas where you 
started, and fish slowly on 
the bottom with a Texas- 
rigged io- to 12-inch 
ribbon-tail worm in green 
pumpkin orgrape. Feel for 
subtle differences in the 
bottom, such as drops, 
brush, grass, or lone 
pieces of hard structure. 
Be sure to alteryour re- 
trieve cadence. For exam- 
ple, ifyou slowly dragged 


the worm over a piece of 
structure on the first re- 
trieve, recast and aggres- 
sively pop it over on the 
second pass. Quite often, 
a big bass will follow a 
wormforawhile butonly 
eat it when it makes an 
abrupt movement. 



■ Pickuptheswimbait 
rod and stick with it until 
just after dark. Focusyour 
efforts on points. Those 
you can clearly see as an 
extension of land are 
good, but hidden gems 
only visible withyour 
electronics are better. 
Cast across the poi nts 
and reel quickly. Keep the 
bait closer to the surface 


as the sun sets, allowing 
it to create a wake. Brace 
yourself; if you get hit 
now, it’s likely to be a 
heart-stopping explosion. 

If you’re hawgiess by 
thetimeyougo to bed, set 
your alarm for zero-dark- 
thirty and go rogue on 
Sunday. Don’t stray too 
far from those deep areas 
nearspawninggrounds, 
but try throwing the big 
stuff around key pieces of 
shoreline structure where 
you’d normally throw a 
smaller spinnerbait later 
in the season. Ifyou move 
or catch a smaller bass, 
backupand workthe 
same area a little farther 
offshore. Your tank could 
be hanging on the edge of 
the brat pack. 
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accept the fact that you re leaving your 
home life for a while. Casting to a bed of 
lily pads at sunset, just when a lo-pound 
largemouth has decided to cruise up from 
the depths and demolish that pesky 
Pop-R on the surface, is no time to be 
worried about making an overdue credit- 
card payment. You’ll miss the hookset, 
and you’ll still owe the late fee. 

Similarly, don’t enter into this with the 
underlying belief that you’ll catch a mon- 
ster by noon, and don’t tell your signifi- 
cant other that you might be back that 
evening so you can go out to dinner and 
then watch The Notebook while wearing 
matching Snuggies. Admit to that and 
you’ll find yourself driving home by 
lunchtime for a shower and a nap. You 
won’t be back until after sunset. O.K.? 

Yes, take your cellphone with you. No, 
don’t turn it on to catch 
a score or check texts. 

Only hit that power but- 
ton when you’re ready to 
take some selfies with 
that giant you just 
netted. 


u 

YOU’RE GOING TO 
CATCH A BIG FISH-ONE 

OF THE BIGGEST IN THE 

LAKE OR RIVER. 


GET YOUR TACKLE READY AND RIGHT 

You finally have a wall-hanger on the line. 
Your line peels out. Your heart starts ham- 
mering. The fish jumps and you see it for 
the first time. It’s unbelievably big and 
beautiful and powerful. This is the one. 

And then your line goes disgustingly 
limp and slack. You reel and reel, hoping, 
praying. Please, be swimming toward me! 

But you know. Gone. 

Plenty of large, powerful fish that 
would otherwise have wound up at the 
taxidermist are still swimming because 
someone’s improved clinch looked “close 
enough.” You can’t do anything about the 
hidden deadfall treetop that the lake- 



SMALLMDUTHS^ 

BY WILL RYAN 


B For the biggest 

smallmouths, those 
overs pounds, thetime is 
now. Full of eggs and hun- 
gry, the belly-draggers 
can’t eat enough, quickly 
enough. There’s no wait- 
ing— not foryou, either. 



■ Get depth charts of the 
lake you intend to fish. Pre- 
pare medium or medium- 
light spinning rigs spooled 
with 8- or lo-pound-test 
fluorocarbon and jigheads 
rangi ng from Vie to Vs 
ounce so you can fish dif- 
ferent depths in different 
winds and currents. 

Study the map and cir- 
cle flats in 5 to 15 feet of 
water. Smallmouths 
spawn i n these areas when 


the water reaches 60 de- 
grees. The closer the 
water is to that mark, the 
closeryou wantto be. 

Scanning out from the 
spawningflats, note the 
adjacent deep water (20 to 
40 feet). Pinpoint, in par- 
ticular, the breaklines— 
there may be one at 10, for 
example, on the edge of 
the spawning flat, and an- 
other that runs from i5to 
20 and creates atransition 
zone, before a hard break 
that falls to 30 to 40 feet. 

If spring has been cold, 
mark nearby shallow bays 
that enjoy a long fetch 
with a southern wind. 
Identify several areas with 
these elements: flats, 
deeper staging water, 
nearby warming bays. Pick 
one area for a start. 



■ The opportunity for a 
prespawn trophy is not ex- 


actly a state secret, so be 
on the water at sunup. The 
largest smallmouths are 
the first to shy from boat 
traffic, but they are also 
the most aggressive. Make 
sure the first bait they see 
is yours. 

Weather will dictate 
your opening strategy. A 
warm morning with water 
in the 50s will bring bass 
overthe humpontothes- 
to 15-foot flats. (The flat 
must have a gravel bottom 
to be a spawning area.) 
Position the boat outside 
this skinny water and cast 
right to the edge with 
lightly weighted tubes in 
golden shiner,smoky 
shiner, chartreuse pepper, 
or dark melon orange cop- 
per (for crayfish). No in- 
terest? Try a weightless, 
wacky-rigged 5-inch 
Senko in watermelon, 
pumpkin,orsmoke. 

Then moveto deeper 
water. With wind from the 
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MONSTER WEEKEND 


south and water in the mid 
50s, stay closer to the flat 
in the 10- to 15-foot depths; 
if it"s cold with a north or 
east wind, move deeper 
and slow down the presen- 
tation. Use as light a jig- 
head as possible and keep 
in touch with the bottom. 
Fish as slowly as patience 
permits and be ready for 
subtle strikes. Sometimes 
the take of the biggest fish 
feels like nothing more 
than growing pressure, of- 
ten comingasthetube 
rests on the bottom. 

Thesametechnique 
can be used in Clearwater 
to fish floating poppers, 
suchasaYo-ZurisDB, 
which makes maximum 
noise with minimum 
movement. My friend 
Stan Warner often fishes 
two rods, one with a float- 
ing popper,the other with 
a tube. He sets down one 
rod, picks up the other to 
makeatwitchorpop. 


waits a minute, then 
switches again. He gets 
some of his biggest small- 
mouths in 45-degree 
water with the popper 
resting unattended. 



■ In late morning, with the 
sun on the water, move 
closertothe edge, drifting 
through the 10- to 15-foot 
range, casti ng f ree-fal I i ng 
weightless, wacky-rigged 
Senkos or tube jigs, swim- 
ming (ratherthan drag- 
ging) them. If aspring sun 
pushes the water into the 
mid 50s, use more aggres- 
sive horizontal presenta- 
tions. A suspending jerk- 
bait such as a Smithwick 
Suspending Rattlin’ Rogue 
in silver-and-gold lets you 
fish the slope upto the 
spawningarea. Shallow- 
running (4 to 6 feet) white 
Cotton Cordell BigO 
crankbaitsare real killers. 


with their combination of 
vibration and visibility. 

Ifyou don’t have your 
trophy by afternoon, try 
one of three strategies: Zip 
overto some nearby 
warmi ng bays and d rift the 
10- to 2o-foot depths with 
tubes; pull up stakes and 
hit a new staging-bay-and- 
flat complex; or if you’re 
marking fish or are other- 
wise convinced you’re in 
the right area, troll a lipped 


crankbait ora Rapala along 
breaklines. Go with the 
crankbait in 10 to 20 feet, 
and the Rapala in 5to 10 
feet. As with all prespawn 
lures, use natural, muted 
baitfish and crayfish colors 
in clear water, and hot col- 
ors in stained water. 


LATE AFTERNOON 


■ Visit thetransition zone 
to make your final casts of 


the day with atubejigon 
the outside edges, fishing 
fi rst the 20-foot break, 
then the 15, and then the 
lip of the flat. 

Repeatthe ritual on 
Sunday— especiallyyour 
late-afternoon strategy. 
With boat traffic waning 
quickly and putting big 
smallmouths on the prowl, 
it just might be the spot 
and time for the bass of 
your life. 
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record largemouth burrows into, but you 
can change that fluorocarbon leader after 
it tangles around your lower unit. You can 
replace last year’s line, or at least cut off 
several feet to eliminate weak spots. 

You can sharpen your hooks. A hook 
hone is one of the cheapest and most use- 
ful pieces of tackle around, yet it is one of 
the least utilized. Sure, factory hooks are 
sharper than ever, but a lure that has 
bounced around in a plastic compartment 
and then scraped against boat hulls and 
gritty bottoms has lost penetration ability. 

You can bring a landing net, and keep 
it where you can reach it with one hand. 
Swinging a heavy fish onto shore or over 
the side of the boat is a risky experiment 
in physics that can 


THERE’S MORE TO TROPHY 

FISHING THAN KNOWING 

THE BEST LURE TO USE. 


result in a loud 
splash and much 
cursing. Likewise, 
feeling the heft of a 
big fish in your net 
for the first time is 

impossible if the net is in your car trunk, 
as I found when I tried and failed to lip a 
smallmouth that was well past the 20 -inch 
mark, ripping the hook out in the process. 

You can patch your waders, tune up 
your outboard, lube your reels, and bring 
a backup rod and reel. A spare outfit kept 
me kayak fishing, and led to my biggest 
summer flounder ever, when my primary 
reel suddenly seized up after too many 
saltwater drenchings. 




BE A TROPHY FISHERMAN, NOT A GUY 
WHO’S JUST OUT FISHING 

There’s more to trophy fishing than 
knowing the best lure to use. It’s a holistic 
endeavor, and there’s nothing New Age 
about it. A serious trophy angler won’t: 

• Stay up late the night before, watch- 
ing TV and arranging empties in artful 



WALLEYES 

BY ROSS ROBERTSON 


B Walleyes are a fin- 
icky species, and big 
walleyes — 10 pounds and 
bigger— are even more 
difficult to predict. In or- 
derto bamboozle atrophy 
walleye in spring and the 
approaching summer, you 
need to follow a very spe- 
cific strategy. 


■ A call to a bait shop this 
evening is the first and 
best intel you can get. Ask 
them when they open on 
Saturday and howtheguys 
did today. Ask about how 
deep the walleyes are, 
water clarity, general loca- 
tions, and howtheyVe 
been caught. Compare 
whatyouVe learned with 
whatyouYe seeing in on- 
line forums or websites 
about tournaments. 

IfyoudonY feel that 
youVe gotten enough 
good info, check lake and 
river maps for deep basins 
in close proximity to 
spawninggrounds. Typi- 
cally this translates to 
large rivers or reef com- 
plexes and the deep mud- 
flats that are nearby. Post- 
spawn walleyes will use 
these areas to rest and 
feed before heading to 
their summering grounds. 

You’ll begin tomorrow 
by trolling, so prepare line- 
counter reels and planer 
boards tonight. Hot baits 
vary from lake to lake, but 
large deep-diving crank- 
baits are capable ofwork- 
ingfromthetopofthe 
water column all the way 
to 30 feet. The Reef Runner 
800 series is a mainstay for 
trophy hunters regardless 
of the lake; choose trans- 
parent finishes (such as 
Bare Naked) for clean wa- 
ter and white (Mooneye 
Minnow) patterns in 
stai n ed o r off-co I o r wate r. 
Another prime weapon is a 
large-bladed spinner rig 




trolled behind bead-chain 
sinkers or snap weights. 
Start with a selection of 
No. 6 and No. 8 Colorado 
and Indiana blades. The 
bigger the lake, the bigger 
the blades you should be 
using; and usually the big- 
gerthe blades,the bigger 
the fish. Experiment with 
size and color frequently. 



■ You don’t need to be 
the first boat on the lake. 


The water warms up sev- 
eral degrees as the sun 
rises, and fish tend to bite 
better as the day goes on. 
Visit the baitshopinthe 
morning for some last- 
minute intel. Lacking spe- 
cif ic i nf o, start trol I i ng a 
deep-diving crankbait 
around shoals, reef edges, 
and tight contours that of- 
fer quick access to deep 
water. Once you find how 
walleyes are relating to 
these features, the pat- 
tern will be the same in 
other parts of the lake. 



■ Even ifyou haven’t 
hooked a heavyweight yet, 
you should at least have a 
feel for whether the type 
of wateryou’re fishing is 
productive. If it’s not, you 
may need to relocate. 
When the water tempera- 
ture is above 45 degrees, 
tie on spinner rigs and fish 
them from shallowto 
deep. Use chain swivels 
and planer boards to help 
spread the lines out both 
above and below the water 
to i m p rove yourchances 
ofdialing in a pattern. 



■ Ifyou still haven’t man- 
aged to figure out the fish 
by now, move your lures 
drastically high or low in 
the water column to see if 
you missed something. 
Meanwhile, put agame 
plan together for Sunday. 
See if other boats on the 
lake are al I over a particu- 
lar depth or structure, or 
working mudlines, clear 
water pockets, or dirty 
patches. 



■ After a successful Sat- 
urday, go back to what 
worked and try to fine- 
tune the pattern. Note lure 
preferences, productive 
depths, whether strikes 
came on turns. Ifyou 
caughtalot ofsmallerfish, 
make changes. Slow down 
yourtrollingspeed, be- 
cause big walleyes gener- 
ally won’t chase as much as 
the smaller ones. Trophy 
walleyes often will be 
schooled near but not 
mixed in with smaller wall- 
eyes, so look deeper or 
shallowerfrom where 
you’ve caught the little 
guys. If Saturday was a 
bust, do some research 
and make adjustments. 
Online forums and fishing- 
club websites post Satur- 
day tournament results 
promptly, so you can see if 
it was a tough day for ev- 
eryone or ifyou weren’t on 
the right pattern or place. 
Don’t be afraid to hit new 
water ifyou aren’t getting 
the resultsyou want. You’ll 
getyourtrophy. 
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a Lake Erie beast. 



patterns on the coffee table. 

• Hit the snooze button half a dozen 
times the next morning. 

• Hunt around for his tackle lo minutes 
before he leaves for the water, and then... 

• Learn that he’s low on hooks, bait, 
lures, sunscreen, dip, bug repellent, 
drinking water, and/or food when he fi- 
nally does get there. 

Get that gear ready, gas up the truck, 
and hit the sack. Make sure your fishing 
partner, if you have one, does the same. 
The only thing worse than driving back 
home because you forgot your tackle bag 
is driving back to your buddy’s place be- 
cause he forgot his. 

When you do get on the water, don’t 
just slip into default mode and cast to 
promising spots. Pay attention to condi- 
tions and adjust accordingly. Subtle in- 
crease in wind speed? Maybe you should 
try a windward 


CARELESS FISHING 
RARELY LEADS TO TROPHIES. 


shoreline, where 
bait is getting 
trapped. High 
water? Look for 
areas that are newly 

flooded, which attract fish. Does a certain 
insect or baitfish species seem prevalent? 
Try imitating it, in size if not in color. All 
of this may sound routine and simplistic, 
but it’s surprising how many fishermen 
will stick with one lure, tactic, or location 
simply because it produced once before, 
even if that happened during the first 
Reagan administration. 

Careless fishing rarely leads to tro- 
phies. Don’t walk right up to what seems 
to be a good stretch of water — approach it 
subtly and fish the outer edges first, where 
a big fish may be patrolling. I spooked 
one of the biggest stream brown trout I 
ever saw as I sloppily stumbled down the 
bank of a central Pennsylvania trout river 







D Early summer. 

YouYeonafamily 
getaway somewhere from 
Delaware to Cape Cod. 

You knowthe drill: kids 
covered in sand, over- 
priced dinners, miniature 
golf. But if you choose 
your sneak-away times 
carefully, you’ll have a shot 
at a40-plus-pound striper 
from the beach with mini- 
mal effort. While the 
spring migration is just 
wrapping up in the south- 
ern part of its range, you’ll 
be in the thick of it here. 
Follow this plan to hook 
into atrophy. 


F 


FRIDAY EVENING 


Spend sometime be- 
fore dinner walkingthe 
beach, looking for a trough 
in the surf. Watch the way 
the waves break: If a roller 
crests, breaks, then flat- 
tens again before rebreak- 
ing at your feet, you know 
it encountered deep 
water. That middle zone is 
the sweet spot. Mark it and 
go free up the next two 
mornings and evenings. 


r 


SATURDAY PREDAWN 


■ Head to a bait shop for 
fresh bunker. Make sure 
the flesh is firm — when 
you pushyour finger into 
the bunker’s side, it 
shouldn’t leave an indenta- 
tion— and the eyes aren’t 



it Bomber Long A: Bring an extra rod to the beach, so while your bait 
soaks you can fire lures and work them through deep troughs in the surf. 


sunken in. Storethem in 
zip-seal bags in your 
cooler, because contact 
with freshwater will make 
the fish mushy. If bunker 
aren’t available, opt forthe 
freshest seasonal big 
bait — surf clams, live eels, 
whole squid, or mackerel. 



■ Return to your pre- 
scouted trough and send 
out baits on fishfinder rigs, 
which allow your pyramid 
sinkers to slide on the line. 
Big bait catches big fish, so 
don’t be afraid to use an 
entire bunker or mackerel 
head or midsection. Large 
circle hooks, such as a size 
lo/o, ensure better hook- 
ups when rods are left in 
sand spikes. Change baits 
every 20 minutes, and fish 
the entire morningtide. If 
you don’t connect by 
noon,go build sand castles 
with the kids. 


SATURDAY EVENING 


■ Return to the trough 
just before dark and cast 
out a fresh bait. Spike the 


rod closertothesurfline, 
and while it soaks, useyour 
second rod to work a black 
Bomber Long Athrough 
the deep spot. Just re- 
memberto look overyour 
shoulder atthe bait rod 
frequently; adding a strike- 
indicator bell or glow stick 
can be helpful. 



■ With time running out, 
don’t sit on baits again 
right away. Get up before 
the sun rises and cover as 
much water as possible 
with large lures such as 
pencil poppers and metal- 
lip swimmers. Focus on 
troughs and any breaks 
between sandbars. Keep a 
sharp eye out for diving 
birds or bait schools 
swimming close to the 
beach. Ifyou still come up 
empty, give some fresh 
baits one last soak in a 
likely trough from evening 
into the first few hours of 
dark. Statistically speak- 
ing, letting shoreline- 
cruising bass come to you 
is often a better bet than 
searchingforthem. 
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TROUT 


BY KIRKDEETER 


B You want a real, wild 
trophytroutonthe 
fly — not some pellet-fed, 
planted, triploid mutant 
(anyone can get that 
photo). Your fish has eaten 
and survived its way to the 
top of the river food chain, 
the hard way. So you’d bet- 
ter have your act dialed in. 


■ Be on the Internet 
scouting for "happy” wa- 
ter. All rivers are not cre- 
ated equal, and they 
change character every 
day. Very specific criteria 
will identify the prime 
huntinggrounds.You need 
watertemps that are be- 
tween 45 and 6o degrees 
and flow levels that are 
strong and stable, or fall- 
ing slowly, not rising. You 
want good water clarity, 
but not gin-clear. Don’t 
rely on hatch or catch re- 
ports from the fly shop. 
You don’t want promo 
talk— you want the real 
scoop that can produce a 
player. Get on some local 
message boards, see what 
people who have really 
been out there have to say, 
then check the latest 
water conditions (start at 
waterwatch.usgs.gov). 


■ You’re up before dark. 
You’re already rigged 
when you get to the river: 
5- or 6-weight rod, disc- 
drag reel, floating fly line, 
2Xtippet,andabox of 
meaty streamers. You’ve 
already tied on atan or 
white ScuIpzilla.Ifthe 
wate r is a tad d i rty, it’s a 
brown or black conehead 
Woolly Bugger. 

Your best chance of 
slayingthe dragon will 
happen within your first 
20 casts on the first morn- 
ing, and your odds go 
down 5 percent with every 



cast you make. Because 
that fi rst cast matters so 
much,you need to figure 
out exactly where to make 
it. So: Where would you 
live if you were a 7-year- 
old, 30-inch brown trout? 

Pin it down by identify- 
ing all four of these major 
change elements in one 
place: changes in depth, in 
structure, in current, and 
in water color. If you find a 
green-to-brown pool with 
rocks and/or logs at the 
head, a good sweeping 
current around the edge, 
and a pool that you 
wou Id n’t dare wade i nto, 
you’re there. 

Invest the first 20 min- 
utes of daylight by watch- 
ingthe run from the bank. 
When you’re gunning for 
trophy trout, you never 
cast into water you haven’t 
watc h ed f i rst. Loo k f o r a 
wake or a head that will 
helpyou homeinonthe 
fish. Ifyou see nothing, 
your first cast should be a 
gentle flop, an upstream 
mend ofthe linetosinkthe 
fly, followed by an almost 
dead drift, rightthrough 
the heart ofthe run. Give 
that fly a jig action (but not 
much more) as it bounces 
alongthe bottom. If the 
line so much as stops, gen- 
tly set the hook. With 
every ensuing cast, add 
more life and action to the 


fly. Make cast No. 20 a full- 
on bank banger, with fast 
even stri ps. Add extra ti me 
between casts when you 
trophyfish. Don’t flogthe 
water — ^you’ll never beat a 
mondotrout into submis- 
sion. Wait five minutes be- 
tween every cast. After 20 
casts,with no results, 
move to the next best run. 



■ If nothing happens in 
the morning, you’re faced 
with a conundrum. You 


want to keep covering 
water, but you don’t want 
to burn good runs. At this 
time ofyear, spend the 
brightest parts ofthe day 
working riffle water and 
edges with a d ry-d ropper 
rig. Match the local hatch 
in both regards (with a 
dry-fly pattern and corre- 


sponding nymph). But 
don’t burn yourself out: 
Take a nap, eat lunch, wait 
for a hatch to happen— 
and if it does, pounce. The 
biggest trout will eat crip- 
ple patterns in the film on 
the edges of runs. Follow 
the bubble lines. 


IG 


■ It’stimeto tune into the 
hatch game. Really big 
trout give up bugs as the 
mainstay of their diets 
once they grow over 1 8 to 
20 inches long. But some 
hatches still draw them 
out, and you want to at 
least give yourself a 
chance if that monster 
shows itself. Remember 
the prime holdingspotsin 
certain runs, and when the 
rings start happening, 
don’t pickyour way 



through the run. Dropthe 
fly in position A right away. 

I f t h e re’s a H exage nia o r 
drake hatch going on, send 
pinpoint casts into the mix, 
spaced a few minutes 
apart, for as long as you’re 
seeingthesoup boil. 

When it quits, you quit. 
Tie on a mouse fly and wait 
till well after sunset. Go 
straight back to the target- 
rich run you fished at day- 
break. Cast the mouse fly 
againstthe bank, and give 
it an erratic twitch-strip 
straight through the heart 
ofthe black water. Kill the 
headlamp to avoidspook- 
ingthat big predator, and 
work from memory. Any 
fish that whacks a mouse 
after the protein platter of 
the evening hatch is an ab- 
solute glutton. 



■ Repeat the process, but 
slow everything down 
even more. If nothingyou 
saw on Saturday gave you 
good reason for hope, get 
backontheinternetthat 
night and search for an- 
other river. Make the move 
ifyou feel so inclined. Fol- 
low this same pattern from 
daybreak to after sun- 
down, and remember that 
sometimes the biggest 
trout comes on your very 
last cast. 
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early one morning. If Fd paused to scan 
the water from a distance, I would at least 
have had a shot at him, instead of simply 
watching his breathtaking iris-size spots 
wink away into the depths. 

KEEP CASTING 

You shouldn’t expect to catch a trophy 
immediately, or after a few hours, or even 
after the first day. It’s fishing, after all. 
Look on that time spent not as a failure 
but as a learning experience, which you 
can apply to the rest of the weekend. 

If you get tired after several hours of 
fishing, take a break. Beach the boat, put 
down the rod, have some coffee and a 
snack. The time you’ll miss on the water 
will be more than made up for by the re- 
newed energy and enthusiasm you’ll have 
when you pick up the rod again. 

Finally, always trust your intuition. It’s 
widely believed that primitive man had a 
strongly developed sixth sense that helped 
him hunt animals and defend against 
raiding enemies, and that this faculty, ves- 
tigial as it may be, still exists in us. 

On a fishing trip to northern Ontario 
many years ago, I found a short stretch of 
the Albany River in late afternoon that, at 
first, didn’t appear different from the 
dozen others I’d fished that day — but 
there was something about the texture of 
the water there that got my caveman neu- 
rons firing. I worked a small white- 
winged streamer through the deep run, 
and when the rest of my crew found me 
and said that they wanted to go back to 
camp, I dawdled, making a few last casts 
while they stood on the bank and 
groused. A minute later my rod doubled, 
the reel spun, and everyone started shout- 
ing. That brookie is still the biggest trout 
I’ve ever caught. ® 




CHAIN 

PICKEREL 

BYJOECERMELE 


n HH Little pickerel are a 
■■ dime a dozen and 
easy to catch, but you 
want the big dog, and that 
takes a little more plan- 
ning. WhetheryouVe 
camped out on the pond 
or live close to a soggy, 
boggy area, here's a 
scheme that will lead you 
to the biggest predator in 
that dark water. 



■ Prep some 3- to 5-inch 
floati ng stickbaits, such as 
the Rapala Slashbait, by re- 
placingtheirtail trebles 
with single Siwash hooks. 

If you want to get fancy, 
dress those hooks with a 
little white bucktail or flash 
material. Getting rid of one 
treble will make hook re- 
moval much easier. 



■ Big pickerel often hold 
in deeper water but within 
easy reach of shallow flats 
where baitfish and blue- 
gills congregate. Scout for 
old creekchannelsin 
ponds or bogs. Note any 
structure, such as weeds 
or stumps on the channel 
edge, as well as its proxim- 
ity to shallow water or lily- 
pad fields. Cast into the 
deep water and workyour 
stickbait back with erratic 
jerks and long pauses. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON 


■ Ifyou weren't able to 
draw out a big fish with 
lures, rig a 3- or 4-inch 
shiner under afloat, set- 
tingthe depth so it hovers 
just off the bottom in the 
deeper lanes. Pickerel are 
more likelyto attack shal- 
low at low light, so when 
the sun gets high, live bait 
fished deep is usually the 
better strategy. 


SATURDAY EVENING 


■ Asthe sun sets, trophy 
pickerel start hunting ag- 
gressively. Tie on a 372 - 
inchSuperSpookJr.and 
work it parallel to weed 
edges, stumps, or dead- 
falls in shallow water that's 
closetothe depths. If afish 
tracks but doesn't commit, 
speed upyour retrieve. 



I ■ Still haven't landed a 


monster? Riga4-inch 
white Zoom Fluke weed- 

■ lessonawide-gaphook. 
Cast to the edge where 

■ shallowwater meets deep 


Chain Gang 

Cermele shows off two nice pickerel 
caught in the New Jersey Pine Barrens. 


and letthe soft plastic flut- 
ter to the bottom. Let it lie 
still for a few seconds be- 
fore giving it a subtle 
twitch. This mimics a dying 
baitfish that a big pickerel 
won't have to work hard to 
chase. If temps were cool 
overnight, this can be the 
best approach for sluggish 
fish. In the evening, swing 
for the fences. Spend the 
afternoon catching a few 
small bluegills. Poke one 
eye out of the bait to make 
it swim in a circle, and live- 
line it on the edge of the 
deepwater. © 
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Qo^ttor Oevetoptid 

1V{ale Enhancement 


EKrtWDtNfi fQRtf 


LIBIDO-MAX for MEN 

75 Count ONLY 



Consumer: Redeemable at retail locations only. Not valid for online or mail-order purchases. Retailer: j 
Irwin Naturals will reimburse you for the face value plus 8 (cents) handling provided it is redeemed by j 
a consumer at the time of purchase on the brand specified. Coupons not properly redeemed will be void 
and held. Reproduction by any party by any means is expressly prohibited. Any other use constitutes 
fraud. Irwin Naturals reserves the right to deny reimbursement (due to misredemption activity) and/ ' 
or reguest proof of purchase for coupon(s) submitted. Mail to: CMS Dept. 10363, Irwin Naturals, 1 Faw- I 
cett Drive, Del Rio, TX 78840. Cash value: .001 (cents). Void where taxed or restricted. ONE COUPON PER I 
PURCHASE.Notvalidformailorder/websites. Retailonly. I 



EXPERIENCE A 




FOR A FREE CATALOQ 

VISII HAVALON.C OH TODAY 
or CALL 1-aOS- 936- 3204 



NEW KIND 

OF SHARP 


Sharpe longer lasting replaceable 
blades oiated to lightweight handles by 
the superior Havalon Quilt- Change™ 
fitment make for a quicker trcire 
precise experience... guaranteed. 


WARNING PRODUCT SAFETY RECALL 


Remington is voluntarily recalling Remington Model 887'^'^ shotguns manufactured from 
December 1, 2013 through November 24, 2014. 


Remington has determined that in some Remington Model 
shotguns manufactured between December 1 , 201 3 
and November 24, 2014 the firing pin may bind in the forward 
position within the bolt, which can result in an unintentional 
discharge when chambering a live round. This may occur when 
the safety mechanism is on. Any unintentional discharge has 
the potential to cause injury or death. Therefore, Remington is 
voluntarily recalling ALL potentially affected products to inspect 
and repair. 

HAZARD: If your shotgun was manufactured in the 
aforementioned time period, you should stop using your 
shotgun immediately due to the risk of unintentional discharge. 
To determine if your Model shotgun is affected by this 
recall, visit 887recall.remington.com/. 

HOW TO DETERMINE IF YOUR SHOTGUN IS 
SUBJECT TO THE RECALL 

Identify the serial number (located on the bottom of the receiver, 
forward of the loading port.) and provide it to Remington’s recall 
support team, either by entering it at 887recall.remington.com 
or calling 1 -800-243-9700 (Prompt #3 then Prompt #2) 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. EDT 

REMEDY/ACTION TO BE TAKEN 
STOP USING YOUR SHOTGUN. Any unintended discharge has 
the potential to cause injury or death. Immediately cease use of 
recalled shotguns and return them to Remington free of charge. 


]^ningbm. 


Remington will send you boxes and written instructions, and 
arrange for pick-up of your shotgun(s). Remington will cover all 
related shipping, inspection, and repair charges. Please do not 
return your shotgun on your own. Remington will arrange for 
pick-up of your Model 887'^^ . 

Remington is committed to ensuring the inspection, repair, and 
return of any affected shotgun. 

DO NOT attempt to diagnose or repair recalled shotguns. 

TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS RECALL PROGRAM 

Visit 887recall.remington.com or call 1 -800-243-9700 
(Prompt #3 then Prompt #2) Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. EDT. You will be asked to provide your name, address, 
telephone number, and shotgun(s) serial number. 

SAFETY FIRST: Always follow the Ten Commandments 
of Firearm safety whenever you handle any firearm. Visit 
Remington.com for more information. 

Remington is deeply sorry for this inconvenience, but we believe 
in safety first. It is imperative that Model 887 shotguns subject 
to this recall are not used until they have been inspected and 
repaired by Remington. 

The Remington team is committed to the quality and safety of 
its products. 
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UGH? 


Do you welcome the most grueling tasks? Can 
you suffer pain without whining? Do you get 
the job done in the end? Then maybe, just 
maybe, you're as rugged as these hunters 

By David E. Petzal 
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so YOU THINK YOU^RE TOUGH? 




oughness comes in different forms. 
Ms. Ronda Rouscy of the UFC^ represents one type; 
I wouldn’t fight Ms. Rousey if they let me use a 
gun. But that’s not what I’m talking about here. 

As 1 acquired experience as a hunter, 1 began to 
see that not only were you expected to be obser 
vant, persistent, able to control your seething 
emotions, and possessed of a whole slew of arcane 
skills, but you were also expected to be tough. 


LOAD UP 

The simplest form of toughness is physical. In 2006 I 
hunted Alaska moose with a lodge owner named 
Charles Allen and a Canadian guide named James 
Minnery. Charles was in his mid 50s at the time; I was 
in my mid 60s; and we faced a difficult hunt in 
sucking-bog country. We wore chest waders because 
we were in water from our ankles to our necks all day 
long, and because James was only 30, we let him do all 
the hard work. 

James was 6 feet tall and 180 pounds, and the 
damnedest combination of strength and endurance Ive 
ever seen personally. Did we need our skiff pulled off a 
sandbar? James got into the water and gave a great 
heave, and off we went. Did we need someone to climb 
50 feet up a pine tree a dozen times a day and look for 
moose? James was our boy. Did we need someone to 
lug the heavy pack, the 50-pounder? Here you go, 
James. And he did it all with no effort. Charles just 
shrugged and said, “J^mes is an animal.” 

On the last day of the hunt, when I had finally shot a 
moose, James carried 70 pounds of meat through a mile 
of knee-deep mud so gluey that I didn’t think I would 
make it out alive, and all I carried was my rifle. You had 
to pull one leg free, throw it ahead of you, and then 


wrestle the other leg out of the muck, by which time the 
first leg was stuck again. James went by me like a 
freight train and was not even breathing hard when we 
finished our death march. I was breathing plenty hard. 

James was tough. 

In Canada, I hunted caribou with a Montagnais In- 
dian named Maurice Boisvin. Maurice had learned to 
use a tumpline pack when he was 10 years old and 
could carry the boned meat from a caribou as well as 
the head and antlers and assorted camp gear, a load 
that probably went 150 pounds. Using just the head- 
strap, hands on the shoulder straps for balance, he 
would go skipping o’er bog and tundra at a pace you 
could not equal. 

I once put on his pack and found that I could stand, 
but I could not move. You could have dropped a ven- 
omous serpent into my boot, and I would not have 
gone anywhere. 

Maurice had a brother named Henri who was lean 
and rangy and who, on a bet, shouldered a pack loaded 
with the meat of two caribou that scaled something like 
350 pounds, and walked away with it for 100 yards. 

Maurice and Henri were tough. 

In Zambia, I hunted with a PH named John 
Knowles whose head tracker was named Shemu. On a 


AND WALKED 

AWAY WITH IT. 


A PACK 

LDADED 
WITH THE 


MEATDF 

TWDCARIBDU 


HENRI 

SHDULDERED 


64 I FIELD &STREAM | MAY 2015 



prgvtous hunt, fCnowtes's cli«ni had killed 3 . 
cent lion, bat aher skinning It they found that 
KnOwl^'s Land Rqvcr wouidn't st^rt. dod that they 
would have io vfsik back to camp, a is-tnJk trek. If 
they left the lion head and cape, hyenas would teat it 
to pieots. io the client asked Shemu if he could ca:rTy 
the bloody burden. Shemu said yes, he ccKjld. A good- 
gisc mat? lion weighs 450 pounds, Lets say that rhe 
raw head and hide weighed 100 pounds and change. 
Thar is what Ehemu threw oti his back and somehow 
carried all the way to camp, where he became a very 
well-to-do tracker. 

Shemu was tough. 


NO WHINING 

Sometimes tough means being able to take it. I hunted 
Cape buffalo in Zimbabwe in 2005 with a friend named 
John Torborg, who is about my age and wasn’t in the 
best of health at the time. Collecting a Cape buffalo of- 
ten involves running, trotting, walking, crawling, and 
standing motionless for long, painful stretches. You do 
all this from sunup to sundown. It can be a very good 
workout for someone who is young and in shape, never 
mind for a man in late middle age. 

I noticed that John was limping but wrote it off to 
general infirmity until we got back to our hut at dark. 
He took off his boot and presented a big toe that was 
swollen to the size of a woman’s fist and a livid red, 
highlighted with streaks of purple and blue. How he 
managed to stand on the dreadful digit, much less put 
in a full day at the Buffalo Olympics, was beyond me. 
He never said another word about it. 

John was tough. 

In Botswana, for reasons too sordid to go into, I put 


3. cune tm 3. ktiife ^nd leaned it to a iracker named 
Tliki, who proceeded ro nearly sever the first joint of 
the middle finger on hi^ left hand- Tiaki stwd rip with 
hii finger pumping blood, Its rip banging on by a 
shTcd oF skin. 

All be wid was ”Oh,“ in a tone you or t wtRjIduSCOn 
acquiring a sptinEer The FH drove Tiaki many miles to 
a missionary clinic where the fingertip was sewn back 
on. He, Igo, never $aid anOtficr wend. 

Tiaki was tough. 


BETnOONi 

SometiTnes, toughness by itscIF is useless. Once upon a 
time ifi Montania^ [ krtc^' a young ctian whom 1 ibail 
call Percy, because damned few Montanans are named 
P^rcy. Percy was then in his Late teens and possssed ol 
unlimited energy. He had a cast-iron heart, bronze 
lungs, and legs of whalebone and spring steel He 
could tra^^'crse moujitain^ like thq^' didn't cxi^. [f you 
needed someone 10 nin idile^ through fallen timber 
itt hip-deep snow, Percy could. 

But when he came upon a deer dr an dk, his whole 
nervous system rebelled. It was as though he was 
jabbed with a catHe prod. Usually, he'd drop his rifle, 
icarcb for it frantically^ spend a couple of minutes 
clearing the snow off the scope and out of the bore, 
and then, if whatever he was trying to shoot had not 
cleared out, he’d yank the trigger and miss, because he 
was also a lousy shot. 

Percy was tough, but it didn’t help him much. 

Other times, toughness is precisely what gets it 
done. In South Carolina there lives a fellow named 
Cecil, although that is not his real name, and when I 
hunted with him he was one of those young men who 
make you wonder how the North ever won the War of 
Southern Overreach. He was tough. Hoo boy, was he 
tough, and strong as an ox, to boot. 

Cecil was a bowhunter, and one day he was waiting 
on a big platform stand when he saw antlers begin to 
emerge from below him. They were very good antlers, 
undoubtedly attached to a very good deer. So Cecil did 
the smart thing; he came to full draw and waited, be- 
cause those deer are clued in about stands, and about 
what happens to whitetails that don’t pay attention to 
sounds and movements above them. 

But the deer did not take the next step. And up 
above, bow at full draw, Cecil began to shake and 
tremble from the effort. When it seemed that Cecil 
could not last another second, the deer finally stepped 
into the open. But just as he was about to shoot, Cecil 
noticed with horror that there was a second, much big- 
ger buck under the stand, weighing whether to follow 
the first. 

Now in greater agony than Lee at Appomattox, Cecil 
held his draw, breath wheezing, muscles shaking as 
with the ague. Finally the second deer moved, the ar- 
row flew, and the shot was good. And then Cecil did 
the only thing he was able to do after suffering so hard 
for so long — he had himself a good cry. 

But he was still tough. ■© 
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RSE 


ByMCERMELE 


Illustration by JOmHMBmLETT 
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FAR NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN, 
Cree River Lodge provides ac- 
cess to more than 200 square 
miles of some of the world’s most 
unspoiled pike waters. Last sea- 
son, three other writers and I got 
to fish this pike paradise for four 
days. Within 15 minutes of the 
first morning, we had a 42-inch 
beast on the line. By the last eve- 
ning, using both fly and conven- 
tional gear, our group had boated 
nearly a thousand pike. Twenty- 
nine of them topped 40 inches. 
^The action was off the charts, 
and insanely fun. But it was also 
an education. I witnessed a vol- 
ume of pike behavior that a 
Lower 48 pike hunter might not 
see in several seasons. Patterns 
that could take years to unravel 
on pressured water unfolded 
within hours. In short, I got a 
crash course in pike fishing — 
and took away eight key lessons 
about what works and what 
doesn’t when it comes to putting 
more and bigger pike in the net. 



TATTER TALES 

• What’s left of the 
author’s most pro- 
ductive big-pike fly. 1 




[LESSON #1 

BIGGER LURES DON'T NECESSARILY MEAN BIGGER FISH 


In fact, the biggest pike we caught on a fly — a 46-incher — ^ ^ 
took a 6-inch Flashtail Whistler, which is considerably ^ ^ 
smaller and thinner in profile than most of the other pat- m g 
terns we threw. The longest pike of the trip, which mea- ^ 
sured 48 inches, hit a 4-inch spoon, despite our throwing ^ s? 
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[a] The author in mid- 
cast with guide Pat 
Babcock; [b] fried- 
pike shore iunch; 

[g] theoriginaiiodge 
sign;[d] the author 
withafiy-caught 
40-incher:[e] releas- 
ing a 48-incher: 

[f] the best light 
show in town; [g] a 
curious onlooker. 



I LESSON #2 

IF YOU’RE CATCHING SMALL PIKE, STAY PUT 

Lodge owner and guide Pat Babcock was adamant 
about sticking to spots with an abundance of 12- to 15- 
inch fish because, he said, heavy pike love to chow 
down on the babies. And he was right on the money. 
Almost all of our 40-plus-inchers came from locations 
where we had to pick through lots of little guys. Con- 
versely, there were several spots where we couldn’t 
keep 30- to 36-inch pike off the line. We thought it was 
great, but Babcock wanted to leave. He said fish in 
that size class outcompete true trophies for food, so we 
weren’t likely to find a 40 -plus fish in the mix, and sure 
enough, we never did. 

I LESSON #3 

LURE OR FLY ACTION IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN COLOR 



O uu 
a: u 

Z LU 
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some that were larger. Jumbo flies measuring up to 14 
inches didn’t score a single fish over 40 inches, although 
they did pound loads of pike in the 32- to 36-inch range. In 
the end, hooking slob fish seemed to be less about fly or 
lure size and more about fish mood. If a big pike is on the 
feed and your offering gets in his face, he’s apt to smoke it, 
and he’s not only as likely to grab a 6-inch bait as a 
i2-incher but maybe more so. 


A lot more. We found that while pike would attack 
any color of lure or fly that hit the water, those that main- 
tained some movement during the pause caught more and 
bigger fish. Jointed streamers and flies with wide, cone- 
shaped bucktail heads produced best, because when 
paused, they would flutter or jackknife, allowing the mate- 
rial to pulsate. With conventional gear, spoons outfished 
all other lures, and most hits came during the pause, when 
the spoon would flutter toward the bottom. 
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[h] Babcock and Brad Fenson with a 46-inch northern: 

[i] the business end; [j] bite marks on a 3B-incher’s back. 

I LESSON #4 

TROPHY PIKE ARE SMARTER 


Given that we were fishing for some of the most un- 
pressured pike on the planet, I can say with confidence 
that trophy- size fish are in a league of their own when it 
comes to avoiding the hook. 

On the first day, our group caught 13 pike over 40 
inches with little effort. For the next three days, bites 
from fish that size were fewer and farther between. We 
had follows from huge fish. We’d see them ghost up un- 
der our flies and lures. But they wouldn’t commit like 
before. It showed us that the biggest pike were far more 
in tune with subtle changes in weather, temperature, or 
pressure than smaller fish, which ate all day, every day, 
with abandon, seemingly unaffected by the slight fluc- 
tuations that got the monsters wary or off the feed. 

I LESSON #5 

TOPWATER LURES AREN’T TOPS FOR PIKE 

Blown away by the number of active pike, we couldn’t 
tie on poppers and sliders fast enough. But as soon as 
we started working the surface, the number of strikes 
plummeted. We tried topwaters in various water types 
and under a range of conditions. The biggest pike we 


WATCH THE FILM 



•To see how intense 
the pike action gets in 
this Esox mecca, check 
out the Hoo/c Shots 
episode atfieldand 
St ream. CO m/p ike 
paradise. Cree River 
Lodge hosts anglers 
from May through mid 
September, and while 
manythinkof Juneas 
the traditional big-pike 
month, Pat Babcock 
recommends visiting 
in late summer. Water 
temperatures remain 
cool and the fish have 
fattened back up after 
the spawn. For more 
i nformation, go to cree 
riverlodge.ca. — J.C 



could muster went maybe 24 inches. This doesn’t mean you 
should never work the surface. But if we couldn’t raise good 
numbers of fish to topwaters in pike paradise, you should 
probably save yours for when you see fish waking and swirl- 
ing. Don’t make them your first choice. 

f LESSON #6 

KEEP THE ROD TIP LOW-AND THE HOOK SHARP 

Conventional wisdom says you should always strip-set when 
trying to hook pike or muskies on the fly, and it certainly 
doesn’t hurt. But what we found most critical wasn’t so much 
the set as making sure to keep the rod tip low to the water, or 
even submerged a few inches, on the retrieve. Most pike 
piled on so hard that the low rod angle made them hook 
themselves, and we could lift the rod immediately after the 
strike. Sharp hooks helped in this department, too. When 
hits were subtler, or the fish bit and swam at us, it then be- 
came necessary to jab the fish with a strip-set. But this, too, 
only worked well if the rod tip was low to begin with. 

I LESSON #7 

FLUOROCARBON LEAOERS WORK BETTER FOR PRESSUREO 
FISH-EVEN IF ONLY SLIGHTLY PRESSUREO 


Despite the water’s clarity, Cree River pike showed no signs 
of being wire-shy, which was no surprise given how little 
they are fished. But here’s the proof that even slight pressure 
makes a big difference: Our guides noted that for fishing off 
the lodge docks — which see more fishing effort than the sur- 
rounding water, but still less than many Lower 48 lakes — 
switching to fluorocarbon can be the ticket on sunny days. 
It’s often the same group of pike hanging around, and they 
do get wise to a wire leader. 

I LESSON #8 

IF A GIANT PIKE T-BONES THE SMALL ONE YOU’RE REELING IN, 
STAY CALM ANO APPLY STEAOY PRESSURE 

This happened to us three times. All the big pike has to do to 
get free is open its mouth, so there’s no surefire method for 
landing the monster. But you can put the odds in your favor 
by using gentle rod pressure to inch the fish toward the 
boat — so that it hardly realizes it’s being pulled. The net man 
should have the bag half submerged in advance, so you can 
steer the pike right to the hoop. It’s still a long shot; we 
missed two of our three chances. But it can be done, because 
we did put one 40-plus-inch pike in the boat this way. ® 
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BRAD FENSON (H); JOE CERMELE (I, J) 


KEITH SUTTON 
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SECTION 


Fish Fresh Seafood 

Bait up with saltwater grass shrimp 
to catch a trio of freshwater trophies 
ByJiinniyFee 
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ommon along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, grass 
shrimp are go -to baits for catching a variety of 
inshore saltwater species. What many anglers 
don’t realize, however, is how potent these inch- 
long crustaceans are in freshwater. Whether you seine 
your own shrimp, buy them live or frozen from a bait 
shop, or order dried ones online, they’ll help you score 
more jumbo panfish, smallmouths, and trout. 


SMALLMOUTH BASS 

Aquatic invertebrates make up a large percentage of a smallmouth’s 
diet, too, so iUs no surprise that a big bronzeback will climb all over a 
shrimp. In New England— where grass shrimp have been a secret smallie 
bait for generations — impressive numbers of 4- and 5-pounders fall to 
these sleeper baits every season. Crimp a split shot or two 18 inches 
above a size 4 baitholder hook. Then slide as many grass shrimp onto the 
shank as will fit, hooking each just once through the abdomen. 



PANFISH 

Sunnies, perch, and crappies make a living by plucking tiny aquatic insects 
from and just below the surface film. To them, a grass shrimp looks like 
the mother of all nymphs, and it will get devoured in a flash. Many savvy 
panfishermen swear that live grass shrimp are deadlier on huge bluegills 
than the freshest pet-shop crickets. Add shrimp to microjigs, or pin three 
or four on a size 8 Aberdeen hook 8 inches below a float. 


TROUT 

Still-water trout— especially big browns— rarely pass up a grass shrimp. 
Whether they confuse the saltwater bait for a supersized scud or an 
aquatic insect doesn’t really matter. For the best presentation, use a 
casting bubble. When filled with water, it lets you cast a light shrimp far, 
where it will sink slowly through the water column like a natural aquatic 
insect. Rig the bubble 24 inches above one or two grass shrimp threaded 
on a size 8 gold baitholder hook. If your line twitches as the rig falls, set 
fast, because trout can easily yank delicate shrimp off the hook. © 
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f Pull Your Weight 
Peter Skidmore 
rows Duck Johnson 
on the Missouri 
River in Montana. 


Row like a pro— 
and hook more trout 
with these expert 
oar-handling tips 
By Ben Duchesney 



PUT SOME BACK INTO IT 

Point the bow downstream and row back- 
ward, says Ben Scribner, owner of Flycraft 
USA. “My oars are always in the water, and 
Fm constantly applying pressure against the 
current, which stabilizes the boat.” A stable 
casting platform is the first step in helping 
your casters make the best presentations, 
but you also need to be constantly looking at 
whads ahead downstream of your position, 
reading the water and anticipating where the 
boat needs to be. “I try to give my anglers a 
downstream reach cast at a 45-degree angle. It 
gives them longer drifts, and a better angle for 
a hookset,” Scribner says. 


MAKE THE BANK SHOTS 

Matt Kelley of ClackaCraft tries to keep 
his drift boat 20 to 40 feet from the bank. 
This distance gets most casters within easy 
reach of the soft spots where the biggest trout 
hold. “It helps to focus on two points along the 
bank, such as a bush and a rock or a big tree,” 
says Kelley. One should be close, the other a 
little farther downstream. “Use these as points 
of reference to maintain a consistent distance 
from the bank.” (The specific objects change, 
of course, as you drift.) “Also keep an eye on 
the anglers’ casts to make sure you’re staying 
within their range. If they’re struggling to hit 
the prime spots, readjust.” 


BRING UP THE REAR 

“Remember that the angler in the back 
has to contend with more obstacles— like 
oars and anchor davits — than the caster in the 
front,” says Dan “Rooster” Leavens of Mon- 
tana’s Stonefly Inn & Outfitters. “That and the 
fact that he has to hit water already worked by 
the bow angler makes me try a little harder to 
get him in as good a position as I can.” Many 
rowers have a habit of pointing the bow into 
shore, but this makes the rear angler have to 
cast farther. “I keep the better angler in the 
bow,” says Leavens. “The team will put up more 
fish this way, and the stern angler will learn by 
watching good casts, drifts, and hooksets.” ® 
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GHILLGASM 


AIRGILL CHILL ZERO 

We combined Omni-Shade sun protection with Omni-Freeze ZERO 
sweat-activated cooling technology to create a feeling so awesome 
we had to make up words to describe it. Experience it for yourself. 
Visit columbia.com. 


^Columbi 
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TIPS 


Hit the Drum 

Think inside the box 
when you’re sight - 
fishing reds ByJoeCermele 


R edfish have an exceptional sense of smell, but 
their eyesight isn’t too keen. That’s why these 
aggressive feeders will take a shot at almost 
anything that gets close and resembles food; 
they’ve got to grab a meal while they can see it. Use 
this behaviortoyour advantage when sight-fishing 
reds. As soon as you spot a fish, draw an imaginary 
2x2-foot box around its head from the gill plates for- 
ward, extending past the nose. That box is your cast- 
ingtarget. Regardless of fly pattern or lure color, if 
your offering twitches through the money zone, it 
will get eaten most of the time. (D 



GET A HANDLE ON YOUR GEAR 


THE FUND FLEX 'N GO SATCHEL 

This versatile tackle case features a deep starage bin 
with adjustable campartments an ane side and attaches 
twc 3600 StcwAway® Utility Baxes an the ether. It allaws 
yau ta quickly custcmize it far every cuting, taking aniy 
the tackle ycu need. 


Includes Two 3650 
StowAway® Utility Boxes 
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Original Rooster Tail 


Vibrio Rooster Tail 


Sonic Rooster Tail 


Super Rooster Tail 

.-r- 



WORLD'S MOST VERSATILE FISHING LURE 

With four Rooster Tail styles, in weights ranging from l/32o?. to 
loz- and over 100 finishes available it's no wonder you can catch 
any species of fish when using a Rooster Tail! View the 
hundreds of success posts and add your own on Yakima Bait's 
Facebook page: https://www,facebobif,cofn/vaKiiinabait. 

THE TIEN' 60 LURE 


-r 




Sakim9t9n.sm 


Hiidi in Noflb Anwriu 


facebook 


Whether you cast, troll, drift or jig Rooster Tail’s, the 
instant-spin blade and pulsating-hackle tail wiil draw strikes 
when others fail. The proof is documented. Check out the 68 
different fish species already photographed and 36 species 
captured on video on the above link. 
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GEAR 


Tie One On 

Build a leader that saves 
money and beats muskies 
ByMarkModoski 


H ost of today’s serious muskie hunters have swapped yes- 
teryear’s steel leaders for fluorocarbon, because its low 
visibility brings more strikes and its tough material with- 
stands muskie chompers. You can buy pre-tied fluorocar- 
bon leaders, but they aren’t cheap. So make your own instead. 
Here’s my recipe, which will save you a few bucks and possibly 
the heartache of a refusal. 




GET THE GOOD STUFF 

Forget bargain-basement terminal tackle. Start 
with a quality No. i AFW Mighty-Mini Crane 
barrel swivel. For snaps, I prefer a No. 4.5 Stay- 
Lok, which is rated to 250 pounds and connects 
easily to any style of lure. My fluorocarbon of 
choice is 130-pound Hi-Seas because ids super- 
stiff and reasonably priced. 

MAKE THE CONNECTIONS 

For a 12- to 14-inch finished leader, start with a 
24-inch piece of fluorocarbon and simply tie one 
end to the swivel, the other to the snap. Keep in 
mind, though, that Palomar and cinch knots are 
nearly impossible to tie with such heavy line. I 
use whads called a Centauri knot, which is very 
easy to learn. You can also use crimps to make 
the connections, in which case you can start 
with an 18- to 20-inch piece of fluoro. 

PULL IT TIGHT 

To make sure your knots or crimps are tight 
and strong, hold the barrel swivel by the ring 
with one pair of needle-nose pliers and the 
bend of the snap with another pair. Give the 
leader a good pull. If you opted for knots in- 
stead of crimps, add a drop of superglue to 
each connection for added security. After all, 
why take chances when you may get only one 
shot at a beast? ® 











Top new 2015 
wading jackets 
do battle on 
Oregon’s raw 
winter steel- 
head rivers (and 
in a bathroom 
shower) to de- 
termine which 
fishes best in 
the foulest 
weather 
By Ted Leeson 
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SIMMS G4 PRO JACKET LL BEAN GORE-TEX PACLITE 

$550; SIMMSFISHING.GOM STOWAWAY WADING JACKET 

SlOOiLLBEAN.GOM 


With pelting rains, swirling gusts, 
and pushes of steelhead, Oregon's 
coastal rivers in winter make an ideal 
test facility for evaluating waterproof- 
breathable wading jackets. Every as- 
pect of the garment — from shell fabric 
to hood, cuff, and pocket design — gets 
a workout. I recently rounded up five 
jackets new for 2015, and spent seven 
days with my southern hemisphere im- 
mersed in cold water and my northern 
one exposed to the wind and wet, as- 
sessing jacket performance as I tried 
to entice steelhead to a fly. My score: 
almost a thousand casts, four grabs, 
two small cutthroats, and one chromer 
landed. Fortunately, the jackets made a 
better showing. Here's the upshot. 



fHE fESf 

^ Even in Oregon there's not 
a full-blown deluge every day, 
so I first wore each jacket 
in the bathroom shower- 
angling the head to simulate 
a driving downpour-to check 
watertightness, hood protec- 
tion, and water-resistance of 
pocket closures. Then I took 
each jacket Into the field to 
gauge breathabillty, the mobil- 
ity afforded when casting and 
rowing, and the effectiveness 
of cuff closures against water 
seepage. To measure overall 
performance, I gave up to 20 
points each for weather protec- 
tion, breathabillty, mobility, 
functionality, and quality of 
construction, for a total maxi- 
mum score of 100. -T.L 


TOTAL SCORE 94 

SPECS Three-layer shell with Gore-Tex mem- 
brane *2302. (for size L)* 11 pockets 
HITS Hood design effectively balances extreme- 
weather coverage with good peripheral vision. 
Afleece-lined, tunnel-style neckzips right upto 
your nose, shielding chin and throat whether the 
hood is up or down. 

MISSES Sleeves could be cut a bitfullerfor layer- 
ing; cord locks on hood can be clumsy to operate 
with wet hands. 

THE BOTTOM LINE Superior wind and rain 
protection in a smart design that’s exceptionally 
angler-friendly: From built-in retractors to pit zips 
tothe hideawayfly patch, thisjacket istricked 
out with real-deal features, not bogus eye candy. 
Nine storage pockets— four of them sized for 
the largest fly boxes — allow all but the most gear- 
intensive anglers to dispense with a pack or vest 
and fish right from the jacket, which increases 
comfort, convenience, and mobility. It can be a 
little warm for summer temperatures, but it’s still 
practical for four-season service. This 2015 F&S 
Best of the Best winner is a total package — and 
had better be for the price. 


TOTAL SCORE 90 

SPECS Two-layer shell with Gore-Tex membrane • 
1502.* 4 pockets 

HITS Gusseted, rubberized cuffs seal well and 
don’t chafe. Two large fly-box pockets, vertically 
oriented and placed close to the main zipper, don’t 
interfere with casting or rowing. 

MISSES The hood is somewhat small and can feel 
restrictive when cinched. Sleeves would profit 
from more articulation and longer length to pre- 
vent cuffs from riding up the wrists as you fish. 
THE BOTTOM LINE This is the lightest, most 
supple jacket in the test. It compresses to a bundle 
slightly larger than a softball — highly practical for 
travel ortucking into a vest or packforthose just- 
in-case days. It’s low on special features, but with 
fly-boxand handwarmer pockets, it does cover 
the basics. Extremely breathable, it’s a superb hot- 
weather rain jacket. For brush bustingor winter 
wear, however, it puts a comparatively thin barrier 
betweenyou and sharp branches, cold rain, or frigid 
wind. But there’s room for layers underneath, and 
with asolidly functional design executed in quality 
materials, you get a lot foryour money here. 
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ORVIS SONIC TAILWATERS JACKET 
$298; ORVIS.COM 

TOTAL SCORE 87 

SPECS Four-layershell with waterproof-breathable 
coating and nnennbrane • 22 oz. • 5 pockets 
HITS Capacious exterior pockets have extra-long 
zipper tracks, nnaking it easy to stow and rennove 
even the largest fly boxes. The clean, uncluttered 
front has no corners, edges, or tabs to grab brush 
or loose line. 

MISSES Fullyzipped,the collar is barely chin-high; 
it could provide better protection. Unarticulated 
sleeves hannper arnn nnobility and can cause cuffs 
to ride up when casting. 

THE BOTTOM LINE Afew basic features are the 
focus here, chosen for utility and generally well exe- 
cuted, including big pockets and an easily adjustable 
hood with good coverage. Your nnoney goes nnainly 
to the shell. Its low-bulk, sonically welded seannsare 
strongandcontributetogood flexibility, especially 
for the four-layer nnidweight fabric. Breathability 
is good, though notoutstanding;thisonecan be 
a bit warnn in sunnnner conditions. Nonetheless, it 
offers solid rain protection that’s practical foryear- 
round wear. And the one-piece, cape-style shoulder 
design elinninatesseanns beneath packstraps for 
increased connfortand durability. 


EDDIE BAUER IMMERSION WADING JACKET 
$349;EDDIEBAUER.G0M 

TOTAL SCORE 82 

SPECS Three-layer shell with waterproof- 
breathable coating • 28 oz. • 6 pockets 
HITS It is annply cut for cold-weather layering. 
Shoulder design and good sleeve articulation allow 
freedonn of nnotion when casting or reaching. 
MISSES The two exterior cargo pockets won’t 
accept large fly boxes. Cuff nnaterial is waterproof, 
but the facingfabric can get saturated and hold 
wateragainstyourskin.The hood’scord locks are 
cunnbersonne to adjust with cold hands. 

THE BOTTOM LINE The Cordura chassis is 
sturdy and abrasion-resistant; it stands up to 
harsh weather and hard useyet is cleanly de- 
signed to elinninate snag points with fly lines. 

And it’s stout enough to deflect branches and 
vegetation when you’re navigatingthe pucker- 
brush. While the interior nnesh stash pockets and 
fleece-lined handwarnners are useful, in general 
the jacket is not strong on fishing-specific con- 
veniencesthatone nnight expect in this price 
range; the snnall exterior pockets are particularly 
puzzling. In the end, the Innnnersion is durable, 
reliable, and gets the job done but is not long on 
perfornnance details. 


STORMR FUSION JACKET 
$2B0;ST0RMRUSA.G0M 

TOTAL SCORE 79 

SPECS Two-and-a-half-layer shell with 
waterproof-breathable nnennbrane and high- 
stretch neoprene • 34 oz. • 8 pockets 
HITS Neoprene inner cuffs nnininnize water entry, 
seal tightly against wind, and provide excellent 
wrist nnobility. Three interior nnesh pockets supply 
extra storage capacity. 

MISSES The wide neck opening can letin wind 
and rain. Also, water can seep through where the 
neoprene cuffs nnount to the sleeves, especially if 
wrists are subnnerged. 

THE BOTTOM LINE This innovative shell’s 
high-stretch neoprene panels on the articulated 
sleeves and back nnininnize bindingand create lots 
of connfortable give when you nnove. It is the heavi- 
est jacket in the group, and with afull liningand the 
insulatingqualitiesof neoprene, the warnnest. But 
sonne of the nnaterials reduce nnoisture nnovennent 
through the shell, nnakingthe Fusion best suited to 
colder tennperatures and to fishing that doesn’t in- 
volve high levels of exertion. So while hike-in anglers 
will want nnore breathability, this one filled the bill 
for nny winter steelheadingand had enough pocket 
storage to hold afairannount of tackle. 
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BARGAIN SHOPPER 


TACKLE BAGS FOR UNDER $30 

Can a simple, inexpensive satchel hold the lures you need and 
stand up to hard use? We tested four to find out By Mark Modoski 



BASS PRO SHOPS FREESTYLE 370 SATCHEL BAG 
$19.97; BASSPR0.G0M 



PLANO SOFTSIDER 3700 TACKLE BAG 
$29.99; PLANOMOLDING.COM 


BARGAIN RATING Excellent 

SPECS Size: i8''x8''x5y2"» Storage Capacity: Excellent • 
Functionality: Excellent • Durability: Excellent 
COMMENTS For its price, this bag is innpossible to beat, and 
it was the best of the test regardless of cost. Extrennely du- 
rable, the Freestyle holds three 3700-size tackle trays, which 
will tote a ton of baits. There’s enough additional storage for 
tools and a point-and-shoot cannera, and everything is read- 
ily accessible. It’s big enough for use on a boat, and yet not 
toobigtotransportwhenyou’re walkingthe bank. 


BARGAIN RATING Very good 

SPECS Size: i5"x 8y2"x 93/4 '• Storage Capacity: Excellent • 
Functionality: Excellent • Durability: Good 
COMMENTS The Plano SoftSider 3700 has nearly identi- 
cal functionality and storage capacity as the Bass Pro bag, 
for an extra $1 o. Agai n, th ree 3700-size trays offe r ann pie 
storage for baits, which are easy to get at. 1 think this is the 
best-looking bag of the bunch, so if looks are a concern, this 
is a great buy. It didn’t fare quite as well in the drunn-sander 
test, but the bag is certainly tough enough for nornnal use. 



BERKLEY POWERBAIT MEDIUM TACKLE BAG 
$29.99; BERKLEY-FISHING.G0M 


FLAMBEAU AZ3 TACKLE SYSTEM 
$29.99; FLAMBEAUDUTDDDRS.GDM 



BARGAIN RATING Good 

SPECS Size: I3”x8y2"x7y2"» Storage Capacity: Good • 
Functionality: Fair* Durability: Good 
COMMENTS If you can get past the screanning-yellow 
color and the huge logo, this bag has a lot of solid features 
for the price. It takes three 3600-size trays, which hold 
quite a few lures, and I was able to squeeze in a fourth. Un- 
like the others, this bag opens fronn the side instead of the 
top. That nnakes accessing lures easier if the bag is sitting on 
the deck of a boat, but harder when it’s on your shoulder. 


BARGAIN RATING Fair 

SPECS Size: io”x43/4"x 5”* Storage Capacity: Fair* 
Functionality: Excellent * Durability: Excellent 
COMMENTS This well-nnade bag is built to take a beating. 
But it’s connparatively snnall. Two of the four side pockets 
are big enough to hold a cannera or pliers; the other two 
don’t have nnuch space. The three 3003 Tuff ’Tainer boxes 
held significantly fewer lures than the other bags. While 
the AZ3 is probably not what you want for the boat, if bush- 
whackingand bankfishing isyourganne, it’s just about ideal. 
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Storage Capacity: 
Quite simply, I 
packeLl as much 
gear in each bag 
as possible and 
judged whether 
I had enough 
lures and tools 
for a typical 
day of fishing. 
Functionality: 
With the bags 
fully packed, I 
assessed how 
easy It was for 
me to carry and 
to retrieve halts 
and equipment. 
Durability: 

I subjected each 
bag to 10 minutes 
of equal pressure 
using a drum 
Sander to see 
how the material 
held up. -M.M. 
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AutoAnything 


THE LAST AIR FILTER YDU’LL EVER BUY! 


INCREASE POWER 
& TORQUE! 


K&N COLD AIR INTAKES’^ 

Boost power and torque with a K&N Cold Air Intake. Custom-engineered 
with the famous K&N Filtercharger cone filter and power-tuned intake 
tract. Backed bya 10-year/ 1,000,000 Mile Warranty. Easy installation. 


*Street legal in most states. Some intake systems are not 
legal for use on certain vehicles In California or other states 
adopting CA emission standards. See online for CARB status 
on each part for a specific vehicle. 


"Amazing Filters!" 

T&N are the best biters on the market 
I wouldn't use anything else. The first 
thing I do when I buy a new truck is 
order a K&N Filter for it Thanks K&W.i" 
- Lewis W. (West Haven, LIT) 


K&N AIR FILTERS 

The washable and reusable pleated 
and oiled cotton gauze filtration 
medium runs up to 50,000 miles 
between cleanings, depending on 
highway conditions. Backed by a 
10-year / 1,000,000 Mile Warranty. 
Installs in minutes. 




SUPERIOR TRUCK BED PROTEaiON! 

BEDRUG 


NEXT CENERATraH BEDllllEFtS 

BEDRUG TRUCK BED LINER 

BedRug looks like cozy carpeting, but it's 
tough as nails. The thick mat cushions 
your loads and helps stop cargo from 
sliding around. And, it's custom fit to your 
exact year, make and model, making for 
an easy installation. Durable all-plastic 
material stands up to heavy cargo and 
nasty weather. Lifetime Warranty. 


Only Liner I Will Use! 

"My 200 1 F- 150 still has the original In it Deer blood, 
hsh guts, wood, mulch, you name it and it has with- 
stood the test of time. A guick power 
wash andifs as good as new'.' 

- Mike H. (Havre de Grace, MD) 


ERSILY HAUL BOATS, BIKES &H0RE! M r^IDT 

Haul your goods the right way with robust CURT Receiver Hitches. Featuring precision ■■ 


manufacturing for superior fit and strength. A durable powder coat ensures your receiver 
hitch looks great and stands up to the elements. Backed by a Lifetime Warranty 


BAK REVOLVER X2 TONNEAU COVER 

Bak Industriesis excited to introduce the Revolver X2 - an all-new and improved 
aluminum hard rolling tonneau cover that offers tough security, ingenious 
mechanical locking rails, a flush low proflie design, and simple one-handed 
operation. Its unique "no proflie" design ensures lower coefficient wind drag 
resulting in betterfuel economy, and renders a clean aesthetically rich look.The cover is 
designed to withstand over 400 pounds of evenly distributed weight, and the 
Tuff-BAK vinyl lining makes it resistant to dents, scratches and wear. Revolver X2 
allows for 1 00% truck bed access, and locks securely with the truck's tailgate. 


AutoAnything.com 1 888.591 .6928 Free Shipping 4; 1-Year Price Guarantee 

©2013. AutoAnything, Inc. All Rights Reserved. AutoAnything is a registered mark of AutoAnything, Inc. Allother Hidden FeeS ^ All PrirPQ R;TrkpH frrr Full Yp;Trfmm Piirrh;T' 


marks are the property of their respective owners. Prices subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors. 


All Prices Backed for a Full Year from Purchase 







FficS /// SHOWCASE 

To advertise call our toll free number at 1-800-445-2714. 



WeflEST QUJIinY 


LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling ? 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 1 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. ,| 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be , 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ^ 


GUN SAFE/VAULTj 

LOT NO. 615811 
93473 shown J 



V LIMIT 1 - 

HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. 'Cannot be used with | 
other discount, coupon, gift cards. Inside Track Club membership, 

• extended service plans or on any ot the tollowing: compressors, I 
generators, tool storage or carts, welders, tioor jacks, Towable Ride-On I 

I Trencher, Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), Predator Gas Power 
Items, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not I 
valid on prior purchases after 30 days trom original purchase date with ' 
_ original receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. , 
H Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. | 


WO -I V 


How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 

And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
550 Stores Nationwide. 


^^ l | M ||^ suPER '; I :^| MA 1 ^ super '; 

r WW WWW COUPON. I . WW WWW COUPON. 


LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 1 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, j 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be . 
presented. Va lid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. J 
■■■ 

1 29 PIECE TITANIUM; 
NITRIDE coated; 
HIGH SPEED STEEL 
DRILL BIT SET; 

LOT NO. 1 
5889/62281 1 
61637 shown I 



$999 


REG. I 
PRICE J 
$24.99 J 

lEiiiiiiiiHijiiiiiiiiiLiu n i 

y -n-rt .SlY.ri 5F.* 1 

I LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling J 
I 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior \ 
I purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. ■. 
" Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
I presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. I 


4000 PEAK/ 
3200 RUNNING WATTS 
Sill/F 6.5HP(212CCJ 

\onti gas generators 

}£UU LOT NO. 69729/69676 



$29999 


REG. PRICE $499.99 

lHltlNllllllllllllltlllllllllllll 

■J H :iJI liiiMLI 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800- 
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


12 " SLIDING COMPOUND 
DOUBLE-BEVEL MITER SAW 
WITH LASER GUIDE 

Syil/E 
f1«5 



llllllllllllllltlllllllllllllt II 

tJ-n H U-LLH 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800- 
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



TRIPLE BALL! 
TRAILER HITCH I 


LOT NO. 
69874/61320 ' 
-161913/61914 ' 
94141 shown j 




syivE 

50 % 




Illl llllllllllllllllillllUIIII II 

■■ :9 mi n 1 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling * 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 3 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, n 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

^ "b'channeI; 

SURVEILLANCE DVR! 
WITH 4 INFRARED CAMERAS | 

LOT NO. 61229 shown^ 
61624/62463] 




MECHANIC'S SHOP TOWELS 
PACK OF 50 

LOT NO. 46163 shown 
61878/69649/61837 

I ~ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

t REG. PRICE $19. 

‘ iniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 111 Hill 

t 

. W I ■ ■■ ■■ Sr ■ 

M ^ wm ^ w IHI * i 

. ^ -4^ virii 

32Plicl 

SCR EWDRIV ER SET 

pnrsHi/HSH' 

LOT NO. 61259 
90764 



6.5 HP[212CC)0HV 
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 
GAS ENGINES 

LOT NO. 60363/69730/68120 




$ 2599 ? 



Over 2500 hours of 
recording time. 

1111 II nil III III 11:111:111111 0 


$399.99] 


LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 1 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, j 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. * 



WOWi 


SUPER : 
COUPONS 


RAPID PUMP® 3 TON 
LOW PROFILE , 
HEAVY DUTY 4 
I STEEL I 

FLOOR JACK " 

Cu stomer Rating 1 

UOTME. HHMim 
62326/61253 shown 
• Weighs 77 lbs. 


$7999 



liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiniiiU! 


.j; D-« J 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling ■ 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior II 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, d 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be J 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

■ ■■■■!■•■■ ■■■■■■■■ 





FS.rEffliF 

IHTIrl 


LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
: 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coup”on must be 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


8 " HUNTING KNIFE 
WITH SURVIVAL KIT 

LOT NO. 90714 shown 
61733/61501 



26 ", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 


Ii|||[tlllllllll|[ri[llt]llll]lllll 

■J ELri ana aa 

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

e'DlGlTALCALIPfR 

PTTTSJfVBtSH 

LOT NO. 47297 shown 
615S5/623S7 


SAVE 

60% 

$599 


liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiymiyiii 


REG. 

PRICE 

$14.99 




J LIMIT 8 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
I 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


LOT NO. 95659 showr. 
61634/61952 


SAVE 

$180 


$ 999 ® 



iiiiiiiii : i iii[tui]i|tiiiiiuiiiyiiiiiiii 


stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
* ■' coupon - 


LIMIT 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


^ niM l-lh H 3 f 

LIMIT 6 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 





















unmsT PHWES mss' 


imw. 


SUPER 

COUPON 


Customer Rating! 

snnani 

44", 13 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY^ 
ROLLER CADINET j 



IB^IEIEIULB 


LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


$38099 

LOT NO. 68784 shown WWW 
69387/62270/62591 

IIMllllllllll|lll:!lllllllllOiN!ll 


ft 



550 Stores 
Nationwide 


SUPER COUPON 


FREE! 

WITH ANY PURCHASE I 

3-1/2 " SUPER BRIGHT I 
NINE LED I 
ALUMINUM , 
FLASHLIGHT * 

LOT 69052 shown I 
69111/62522/62573 . 


I 



20-60 X 60mm 
SPOTTING SCOPE 
WITH TRIPOD 


To 


LOT NO. 
94555 


$3099 

REG. PRICE $69.99 



M U-&C1- ■ 

LIMIT 4 - Good' at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling * 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior I 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. | 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid throu gh 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ■ 

ALUMINUM CARGO CARRIER! 


LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or pri 

■ Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. 
Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may apply if not 

I picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day. 

I iiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiii 



9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED ] 
CUMBINATIUN WRENCH SETS 


LOT NO. 69043 , 
42304 shown ^ 


FJTTSSDSOirj 
YOUR CHOICE! . SAE i 


. wwirww COUPON J. wwlrfw COUPON. 



wO 1 

liliiilBfJIliJjliliiiillliilili j 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarhorFreight.com or by calling _ 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 1 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be | 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per d 


LOT NO. 61451 



2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 125 PSI 
VERTICAL AIR COMPRESSOR 

cenuL 


SAVE 

$70 


61454/61693 

$14999 

REG. PRICE $219.99 

imiimiiRiiiiitin 



by calling 800- 

423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


WITHWIRELESSi 
REMOTE CONTROL! 



LOT NO. 68146/61297 
61840/61258 shown 



SAVE 

u ^* 49 “ 

t gg i fgSJ gl REG. PRICE $149.99 

ifiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiir 

U-H.-I n.n u n .r 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800- 
423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


y rh^'91i -rSUH- f 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling • 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior I 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. | 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be . 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per d‘ " * 



■ LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling I 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. ■ 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be ! 
' presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. i 



60", 4 DRAWER 
HARDWUUD WORKBENCH 

LOT NO. 69054/62603/93454 .b... 


SAI/E 
64% 
$^99 F 

$13 99 

[niiiiiliiiiMMilMiiiiii ii: 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prii 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receif 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must I 
presented. Valid Jhrough 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. , 

"l0 Frrxlio FLl 
POPUP 
CANOPY 



^ REG. PRICE $249.99 * 






$<'ps 


calling 


I s? y 

_ Limii d - uuuu ai uui stores *6T HarborFreight.com or oy 
1 800-423-3567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon 
, purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. , 
I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 1 
I presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.^ 




nifi Jpk wm 

mf “ POWDfR”FREE 
• 5 mil. NITRILE GLOVES 
PACK OF 100 
MEDIUM 

LOT NO. 68496 
61363 

LARGE I 

» - LOT NO. 68497 

' RPR PRIRE 01300 

’ X-LARGE, 

LOT NO. 68498 shown! 

IlllllllllllllllllJliPIIIUIt 


SAVE 

45% 


thickness 


$049 

REG. PRICE 
^ $11.99 


HIGH LIFT RIDING 
LAWN M OWER / ATV LIFTj 

FTTTJffVSm^^ 

LOT NO. 60395/62325 
62493/61523 shown 

• 300 lb. 
Capacity 

1S!f*89“i 

^ REG. PRICE $149,991 

iiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 


m w -rs I 

1/2" ELECTRIC I 
IMPACT WRENCH 
flASmS 


LOW-PROFILE! 
CREEPER! 




/^. . 30016. $19®® I 

^ Capacity req. price $49.99 I 

iiiiiiiiiiilipjliMiiiiiiiiiii ; 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling * 
> 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
I purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. | 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
' presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ■ 
' pp PP'P-PP 9PP-1I 

1195 LB. CAPACITY- 
4 FT. X 8 FT.: 
HEAVY DUTY FDLDABLE; 
UTILITY trailer! 



purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer 


r''he I 


LOT NO. 62170 
90154 shown 


$ 259 *' 


m-t 

PRICEi 

$399,991 


ousiuiiitir por uay. ^prubeiiLtiu. vaiiu iiiruuyii o/i^/io. ui 


uuupuii per uubiuiiier per uay. j 


• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 

• Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers 


» No Hassle Return Policy 
» Lifetime Warranty on ah Hand Tools 


» 550 Stores Nationwide 
» HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 


J' a-a-ji- T .1 jT 

' LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling ■ 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. ■ 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be , 
presented. Valid through 8/14/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. • 


F&S /// SHOWCASE 

Toadvertise call ourtollfreenumberati-8oo-445-27i4. 



















F&S /// SHOWCASE 

To advertise call our toll free number at 1-800-445-2714. 



E-CLASSIC OUTDOOR 
WOOD FURNACE 


WINTER INSTALLS 
ARE AVAILABLE! 



Scan the code using any 
QR-code reader app on your 
smartphone to learn about 
limited-time, money-saving 
offers! Message and data rates 
may apply. 


How to stop paying high 
heating bills. 

Families that heat their homes with an E-Classic 
outdoor wood furnace take pride in knowing 
they are saving thousands of dollars annually on 
heating bills. With energy prices skyrocketing, 
how much could you save if you were able to 
heat your entire home, water and more with an 
E-Classic outdoor wood furnace? Contact your 
nearest Central Boiler dealer today to find out. 

Visit CentralBoiler.com or call (800) 248-4681 

for the dealer nearest you. 


All E-Classic models adapt easily to new or existing heating systems. It's important that your outdoor furnace and system be 
, properly sized and installed. See your local dealer for more information. ©2015 Central Boiler • ad6840 



America's #1 
Selling Brush 
Mower for 
Over 25 
Years! 


20 HP, 
V-Twin 
model 


Call for FREE DVD and CatalogI 

TOLL-FREE 

888 - 213-0228 

DRfieldbrush.com 


ONLY the DR® Field 
and Brush Mower has... 


UNSTOPPABLE POWER to mow down 
saplings up to 3 " thick. 

A LOCKABLE DIFFERENTIAL for easy 
turning and go-anywhere traction. 
4-SEASON FUNCTIONALITY with quick- 
change attachments. 


FREE SHIPPING 


6 MONTH TRIAL 



Also 
Available 
In Steel 


CALL OUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE TOLL FREE 24/7 ON 1-877 550 9876 

And Quote Promo Code: FS1 54WMR 

OR order online at www.timepiecesusa.conn/fsl 54 And Enter Promo Code ESI 54WMR 









FIX NASTY 

SCRAPES 

FOR LITTLE 





See how easy it is to restore 
that like-new finish in just an 
afternoon. Watch our online 
how-to videos to show you how. 



Paint pens 

'h oz and 2 oz bottles 
12 oz spray cans 
Ready-to-spray pints, 
quarts and gallons 

Automotivetouchup.com 

888 - 710-5192 



King Solomon’s 
Secret Treasure: FOUND 

Ancient beauty trapped in mines for eenturies is finally released 
and available to the public! 

K ing Solomon's vast empire included hoards of gold, priceless gemstones and rare 
works of art. But as it turns out, his mines hid a prize more beautiful and exotic 
than any precious metal: chrysocolla. Now this legendary treasure can be yours with 
our stunning Earth & Sea Chrysocolla Necklace. Call today to bring home 325 carats 

for ONLY $49! 

Masterpieces of natural art. The mesmerizing swirls of color in chrysocolla come 
from a unique combination of elements found in the rich mineral deposits of copper 
mines. Our Earth & Sea Chrysocolla Necklace features a strand of polished, enhanced 
chrysocolla ovals — and silver-colored beads — that meet at a gorgeous teardrop pendant. 
Every chrysocolla is unique, showcasing a canvas painted by Mother Nature herself. 
Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Wear the Earth & Sea Chrysocolla Necklace for 
a few weeks. If you aren't convinced that it's one of nature's most elegant creations, 
simply send it back within 60 days for a full refund of your purchase price. But once 
you experience this gorgeous gemstone for yourself, we're betting that you'll want to 
share King Solomon's secret with the world! 


Earth & Sea Chrysocolla 18" Necklace i t SW* 
Offer Code Price — $ 49 . s&p 

You must use the insider offer code to y^et our special price. 

1 - 888 - 870-9513 

Offer Code ESN243-01 

Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. ESN243-01, 
^ W-V V Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 WWW.Stauer.com 


Own the Most 
Beautiful Stone 
You’ve Never 
Seen Before — 

325 carats 
for only $49! 



Discount for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price. Rating of A+ 


Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices™ 


F&S /// SHOWCASE 

Toadvertise call ourtollfreenumberati-800-445-2714. 






F&S /// SHOWCASE 

To advertise call our toll free number at 1-800-445-2714. 



STRONG • STICKY • WATERPROOF 

Trust Duck® brand duct tape to deliver the quality 
and strength needed for every project. 


DuckBrand.com 

©ShurTech Brands, LLC 2014/57772 






Catch More Fish 
with FishSeeUV” 


NEW 2015 
FishSeeUV™ 
Vibrant Image 
Spinners i 


TH 




Predatory fish see bait fish with Ultra 
Violet Vision. So larger Trout, Bass, Salmon, 
Steelhead, Crappie, etc. will strike our 
FishSeeUV™ Vibrant Image™ lures ferociously. 
Color graphics are digitally applied into the 
paint for extreme durability and detail for all 
fishing conditions. 


SPECIAL OFFER: Vibrant Image™ 
6-Pack Kit. Pre-packed in 3 sizes: 
2 ea. in 1/16 oz., 1/8 oz. & 1/4oz. 
in assorted colors. 

Just $19.99 + $6.95 S&H. 



FishSeeUY™ 

inaction 


Order Online: PantherMartin.com 


Or, Call Toll-Free: 1-800-524-4742 m f,9 sest 

Dept. FS055L, 19 N. Columbia St, Ste 1, Port Jeff, NY 11777 



yYes 






^Yes 


^Yes 



% 


^Yes 


^Yes 



/£:<«/ To OjeWabJr+e 

/ Wuse Seiechor^ 


mcKAura.caiu 


ALL THB PARTS YOUR CAR WILL BVER!VBBB 





'nn»n>^KVj 




Compare si 


16 Premium 
Hand-Rolled Cigars 

Bonus Cherrywood 
finish Humidor 

(Holds 20 Cigars) 

Ultra Reliable 
Butane Lighter 

A Guiiiotine 
Cigar Cutter 


Call 1-800-458-5341 or 
thorn psonspectals. com 

Promo Code TA234 
Add $4.95 for Shipping - #887870. 

OFFER tawo FOmODAVl On* Pffr fjgridn r-r>?ld£3rH* 

ADD T% fiat •viilabla to ninari ind (jaad only In th» DBA. 

All wrlttfin ordtri muit Ineludi four dali ol birlti and augniluri. 


You pay the same price you would have 
almost 30 years ago when this coin was 
first released! This most popular 90% silver 
commemorative dollar proof was issued 
in 1986 for $24 — similar recent issues 
have been released for over $40. The finest 
proof minting features sharp relief, frosted 
engravings and mirror fields. $24 (#46926). 
30-Day No-Risk Home Examination: 
Money-Back Guarantee. NO CLUB TO 
JOIN; NO ON- APPROVAL COINS SENT. 

International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St., Dept. N5525, Montpelier, VT 05602 
1-800-451-4463 
www.kcom.com/n5525 



DRstumpgrinder.com 


The NEW 
DR® TRIMMER/MOWER 

• Trims, mows waist-high grass and weeds. 

• Cuts brush, saplings up to 3 " thick with 
exclusive accessories. 

• Thickest, longest-lasting cord available 
any-where (225 mil SawTooth™). 


The Original 
T rimmer-on-Wheels 

Just Got BETTER' 


Siaiiip 


The DR® STUMP GRINDER uses carbide- 
tipped cutting teeth (taking 360 "bites" 
per second) to reduce any stump to a 
pile of woodchips. Grinds stumps below 
ground level so they are gone forever! 


• Quickly eliminate any stump 

without digging, burning, 
or chemicals. I 


• New, more powerful and 

lower-priced models. 

• Now towable with 
your riding mower 
or ATV. 


NEW 

LOW 

PRICE! 


TOW-BEHIND 
MODELS TOO! 


World's Self-Feeding 
Chipper for Homeowners! 



NEW 

LOW 

PRICE! 


DR® RAPID-FEED^ CHIRPERS 


devour branches up to 5 -V 2 " thick! 


• Oversized, vertical hopper self-feeds most 
branches to save you time and energy. 

• Top-discharging for easily depositing chips 
into a truck, trailer, or into the woods. 

• 3 X faster than ordinary chippers, thanks 
to powerful engines and massive, energy- 
boosting flywheels. 



DRchipper.com 




SHIPPING 

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY 


6 MONTH HOME TRIAL 


Buy any DR® product and use it at your 
home for 6 months. If you’re not 100% 
satisfied, we’ll take it back. No questions 
asked. CALL FOR DETAILS. 


Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 

Includes models, product specifications, and special factory-direct offers. 


FREE 888 - 213-0228 



F&S /// SHOWCASE 

Toadvertise call ourtollfreenumberati-800-445-2714. 







F&S /// SHOWCASE 

To advertise call our toll free number at 1-800-445-2714. 




Powerful! 
4-Stroke I 

KOtflfR 


Tow & Carry Enormous Loads! 
Fun^Qie; 2-Wheel Drive! ^ 
Cliuira^ilO% Grades! , 
lOrojind CJga^ce^,^^ 


to Fine condition. 


(miGINAL 
US. GOV’T MORGAN 
SIIVER DOLLARS! 


Credit cards & check by telephone accepted, call Toll-Free, Ext. 7472 

l-800-799-MINT<i-*“»-™»^<«> 


National Collector’s Mint, Inc. is an independent, private corporation 
not affiliated with, endorsed, or licensed by the U.S. Government or 
the U.S. Mint. Offer not valid in CT or MN ©2015 ncm ei-E 41 


National Collector’s Mint announces a special limited release of 2,682 
Morgan Silver Dollars 94-137 years old at $29 each. Several prominent 
national dealers charge $40-$60 MORE for a comparable Morgan Silver 

Dollar. These Morgans are among the last surviving originals still in 
existence, and each coin is guaranteed to be in mostly Brilliant Uncirculated 


Orders will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis and a limit of 100 
coins per customer will be strictly adhered to. Timely mail orders will be 
accepted if directed to: National Collector’s Mint, Dept. 7472, 2975 
Westchester Ave, Ste 300, Purchase, NY 10577-2500. THIS OFFER MAY 
BE WITHDRAWN AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE AT THE SOLE 
DISCRETION OF NCM. 

You may order one Morgan for $29 plus $4 s, h & ins., 3 for $94 ppd., 5 
for $154.50 ppd., 10 for $303 ppd., 20 for $599 ppd., 50 for $1480 ppd., 
100 for $2935 ppd. 60-Day Money Back Guarantee:] If you’re not 100% 
delighted with your purchase simply send us your postage paid return 
within 60 days for a refund of your purchase price. CALL NOW! 


1 - 800 - 593-2369 


KIU UKE WEEDS 

PTtiv«ri AOIMCIK PELIXTI. 

hiarbifl BizB pall^. Wock ariy depth. 


LI 

Before 

After 

• 




VF ^ 





- v’ 






101b. bag treats up to 

4.000 sq.ft. $ 85 . 00 . 

50 lb. bag treats up to 

20.000 sq.ft. $ 334 . 00 . 
FREE SHIPPING! 
Certified and approved by 
state agencies. State permit 
may be required. Registered 
with the Federal E.P.A. 


KillLakeWeeds.com 


Order online today or request free information. 

800-328-9350 ! 

AQUACIDE CO. | 

PO Box 10748, DEPT 504 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 - 


Turn Your Rough Driveway 
into a Smooth Ride! 


DR® POWER GRADER 


FILL IN POTHOLES and smooth out washboard 
caused by water drainage. 


TOWS BEHIND your Lawn Tractor or ATV. 



6 MONTH TRIAL 


REMOTE 

CONTROL 

of grading 
depth. 


I FREE SHIPPING I 


Call for FREE Catalog and DVD! 

888-213-0228 

DRpowergrader.com 




OVIiRS 


iQua 

you CDVrFii^ 

CwtamRt 
I PorTIniehft , 

■nd 


lossy 

f»Reaitree® 
^Advantage® 
^Digital Military^ 

14 Camos & 14 soUd col 

100 % Waterpr 
Cordura Nylon 

1^800-1 
pwi 










TINY NEW 
AFFORDABLE 
HEARING AID 


r \d 


The MDHearingAid* l>AtR is 
doctor designed and delivers 
the same hearing experience as 
devices costing 
thousands of 
dollars for 90% 
less. This FDA 
Registered 
state of the art 
digital hearing 
aid provides 
crystal clear, natural sound — in a 
crowd, on the phone, in the wind 
— without "whistling" or annoying 
background noise. Call today for 
a 45-Day, Risk-Free trial offer with 
a 1 00% money back guarantee and 
get FREE batteries for a full year. 


Nearly 

Invisible! 



MEAN GlUim 

FISIIIXG MACIlIXli; 

285fpb 


5 Minute Setup! 


285fpb 

• 42 lb. hull •9'x4' 
• Holds 1 Adult & Gear 
• Fits in car trunk • Takes up to 3 HP 

Just $899 as shown with FREE SHIPPING 

Our Sea Eagle 285fpb Frameless Pontoon 
Boat is one mean green fishing machine! 

It inflates in 5 minutes, packs in a car trunk 
and goes anywhere the real lunkers lurk! 

Call 800-944-7496 for 
FREE Color Catalog & Material Sample 
See more at: SeaEagle.com 

19 North Columbia Street, Ste 1, Port Jeff., NY 11777 


Call 1.800.873.0541 

with promo code AZ81 or visit 

MDHearingAid.com 



Shocking Low Price 

Lock in new 2015 Pure Silver Pandas before they disappear! 


E ach year, as China releases its Silver Panda 
coin, millions of collectors and silver lovers 
around the world swarm the market for these 
silver coins. Why? The answers are surprisingly 
simple. 

Massive 99.9% Pure Silver. Each hefty. 
One Ounce China Silver Panda is official legal 
tender struck in 99.9% pure silver — among the 
purest silver coins ever struck! In addition, each 
coin is guaranteed to be in stunning Brilliant 
Uncirculated (BU) condition. 


Current prices for past-year Pandas: 

Due to low availability and high demand, some 
past-year One Ounce BU Silver Pandas command 
impressive values these days: 


2001 Silver Panda $134.54 

2002 Silver Panda $155.20 

2003 Silver Panda $186.25 

2007 Silver Panda $103.49 


Of course, no one can predict the future, but you 
can secure your 2015 Silver Pandas NOW for as 
little as $25.95 each. 


One-Year-Oniy Design. Unlike comparable 
US., Canadian, and other world silver coins 
whose designs don’t change, each years’ China 
Silver Panda features a new, one-year-only 
design. This leads many to seek out each and 
every year for their beauty and collectability. 
The new 2015 design is actually a ‘throwback’ 
to designs from the early 1980s which did not 
show the weight or fineness directly on the 
coin’s surface. No matter what future Panda 
designs look like, the 2015 coin is likely to be a 
key date “must-have” from this popular series! 

The China Silver Rush is ON! Millions 
of China’s prosperous new middle class buyers 
have flooded into the market over the past 
decade. They are snatching up silver coins from 
all around the world — but their own Silver 
Pandas are by far the most popular. Last year’s 
Silver Panda coins completely sold out at the 
mint by October, so there is huge pent up 
demand for these brand new 2015 Silver Pandas! 


FIRST RELEASE-Lock In and SAVE! 

As a distributor, our very first official mint alloca- 
tion is now available on a strictly first come, first 
served basis. By ordering today, you can lock in 
our lowest current price — plus the security of our 
full 30-day satisfaction guarantee. If you are not 
satisfied, simply return within 30 days for a full 
refund (less all s/h). 

Buy more and SAVE MORE! 

$29.95 each for 1-4 coins (plus s/h) 

$27.95 each for 5-9 coins (plus s/h) 

$25.95 each for lO-H coins (plus s/h) 

Save $40 or MORE! 

For fastest service call today toll-free 

1 - 888 - 870-9476 

Offer Code PBU179-02 

Please mention this code when you call. 

www.GovMint.com/pandabu02 


GovMint.com '14101 Southcross Dr. W. Dept. PBU1 79-02 
■ Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Past 
performance is not a predictor of future performance. NOTE: 
GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide government 
coin and currency issues and privately issued licensed collectibles 
and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and 
figures deemed accurate as of January 2015. 

©2015 GovMint.com. 
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THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE^^ 


F&S /// SHOWCASE 

Toadvertise call ourtollfreenumberat 1-800-445-2714. 






F&S /// SHOWCASE 

To advertise call our toll free number at 1-800-445-2714. 


ATHENA PHEROMONE Wx 

GETS YOU MORE AFFECTION from WOMEN 


Jk 


Dr. Winifred Cutler 
Creator o( 10X 



Pour the vial of 1/6 oz. into 2 to 4 oz. of your aftershave or 
fragrance. Worn daily, lasts 4 to 6 months. 1 0X increases your 
attractiveness to women. Scientifically proven. Created by 
the biologist who codiscovered human pheromones in 1986. 
Effective for 74% used according to the directions. 


y Gig (NY) 24th order “Dr. Cutler, the first 
time I read about you in 1996, 1 tried the 10X 
and have been using it ever since. It's the 
most amazing product! It works fabulous! 


I am dating someone now and you should 
see the look on her face! The 10X has made 
all the difference. Thank you very much for 
this amazing product. 10X works!” 


ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT WILDFIRES. 
www.smokeybear.com 


II eiiEPti. 



RAISE the OCTANE f 
of your AFTERSHAVE 


REJECT CHEAP IMITATIONS FREE US SHIPPING. 


Not in stores. Call: 61 0-827-2200 or order online at: 


www.athenainstitute.com 


Mail: Athena Institute, 1211 Braefield Rd., Chester Springs, PA 19425 


Athena Pheromone 1 0X 
for men: $99.50. 10:13 for 
women: $98.50. Should last 
4-6 mos used daily. 
Cosmetics, not aphrodisiacs. 







CAN YOU HAVE PERMANENT OR 
ENLARGEMENT FOR A LIFETIME? 


Dr. Bross advises erection size can be 3 inches bigger and can have 
enlargement for a lifetime when you continue to take PRO-i-PLUS PILLS. 
Size can be bigger in less than 40 days. Special 360 days prices. 
Choose Original, Advanced or Ultimate. 


What a difference 3" makes. 

REACH YOUR MAXIMUM POTENTIAL 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


www.proplusmedical.com 

www.avidpromedical.com 




jl^g] CALL TOLL FREE ANYTIME 

Se Habla Espahol 

! 1 - 800 - 378-4689 

h 1^818-342-2028 9 ^-5£m (M-F) 

■ SEND ORDER FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 

I AVID PRO MEDICAL dept. 55FAA 
18720 Oxnard St., Suite 103 
\ Tarzana, CA 91 356 
rn * Check n Money Order [Z] Cash 
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PRO-hPLUS LQ 
ACCELERATOR LIQUID 

Works with any Pro-rPlus Pills. 

FREE WITH ANY 360 DAYS SUPPLY 
OF PRO+PLUS PILLS 

PRO+PLUS MYTMAX 

TESTOSTERONE BOOSTER 
Increases Sex Drive and Performance. 

SUPER FORMULAS 
SPECIAL OFFER 
See FREE Special Below b — '■ '"A i * 

ATTRACT-A-MATE Pheromones make 
women desire you. 

SEXCITER LIQUID Excites women. 




PERFORM ULTRA CREAM Erection Cream 


PRO-hPLUS XTREME 

For Immediate Erections. 

Effective Up To 12 Hours. 

FREE BOTTLE WITH ANY PRO+PLUS FORMULA 

I’m Brenda, 

My boyfriend uses the 
f Ultimate Formula and 

Bf ■ /' ' completely satisfies me. 

I wild nights. 

(888) 242-0469 

I’m Linda, 

My husband is away now, 
but before he left he used 
the Advanced formula and 
the Accelerator. You can 
hear the bliss in my voice. 
888)241-9548 


Irw 


PRO+ 


Phone & Internet Orders specify 
products and dept, code (shown left, 
next to company name). 


Quantity 


CREDIT CARD NO. I I Visa “O MasterCard I l Amex I I Discover 


60 Days Supply 
1 20 Days Supply 
240 Days Supply 
360 Days Supply 


myTmax 

Testosterone 

Booster 

$45 
$80 
$110 
□ $150 


Original Advanced 

For men who are For the men with 
now 6 inches or a size less than 
more. average, 

n $50 
$90 
$130 
□ $170 


$60 


$110 


$160 


$210 


Ultimate 

For men with any size penis. 

Does Not Contain Yohimbe 
And L-Arginine. 

$80 $ 

$1 40 $ 

$200 $ 

□ $240 $ 


PRO-l-PLUS XTREME FREE BOTTLE WITH ANY PRO-i-PLUS FORMULA 


j EXPIRES: Month/Year CVS CODE 3-digit Code on back of card or 4-digits on front of Amex 

I NAME (print) (I am over 18 and agree to the terms of avidpromedical.com) 


1 Bottle (8 Capsules) $14.95 FREELJ $ 

1 Bottle 48 Capsules $48.75 $ 

PRO-I-PLUS LQ ACCELERATOR LIQUID FREE WITH ANY 360 DAYS SUPPLY OF PRO+PLUS PILLS 
1 Bottle $25.00 each freeQ $ 


J 

J 


ADDRESS 


CITY/STATE/ZIP 


EMAIL ADDRESS (optional) PHONE NUMBER (optional) 

^ Orders discreetly shipped with UPS or Priority Mail. Foreign Orders — Add $25.00 S&H 

1 COPYRIGHT ©1996 PRO-i-PLUS is a trade name of Avid Pro Medical. Individual results may vary. 

I These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, 
treat, cure or prevent any disease. 


Super Formulas Select ONE FREE With Any Pro-i-Plus Pills Order. 

Three Free With Any 360 Days Supply Of Pro-i-Plus Pills 

Sexciter Liquid to Excite Women $25.00 each FREEQ $ 

Attract-A- Mate to Attract Women $25.00 each FREEf] $ 

Perform Enhancement Cream $25.00 each FREEn $ 

TOTAL PURCHASE: $ 

CA Residents add 9% sales tax: $ 

Shipping, Rush Service and Insurance $20.00 VALUE ONLY $ 1 4.95 

TOTAL ENCLOSED OR CHARGED: $ 

____________ __ __ 
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Live Bait 







F&S /// SPORTSMAN'S MARKETPLACE 

For advertising information please call Frank McCaffrey at 800-445-2714 or 212-779-5510. 


y 

#1 in Quality 
& Price. 

in the U.S.A. 

It, 

' ■ t / . ’ V : ; ■ 

fe: 

1' 

16 Camo Patterns 
- Available 

ff; 

100% Money Back 
Guarantee 


500 Cordura Nylon 

866-492-4849 


Enjoy the Warmth of “Vintage Style” Lighting 
with or without Oil - Inside or Out! 


Big Bnik Lanterns c^rrlpB 
one or ihe lanatsl. [Host 
€Oll«d:ions 
ai "Vinrtaga Style” ml 

n- n . . X laRtem® 

WWW.B<gRocKL3nitentS.COni 770 -866-5^7 lamps anyMiwv^ 


L«t Your Career take you to Alaska 


- 1 ..- Family Medicine, Nurse Practitioners, 
Physician Assistants, RNs and certain speciaiists. 
Competitive pay, no state income tax loan 
repayment up to $50,000 based upon your specialty. 
Live and work in an amazing place. 
Questions and more info to: 




TerraTrike 


'AdventurE is 
worthwhile In Itself' 



Rediscover the joy and 
freedom of cycling! 

FREECATA1JD& 0IH45-9$1O Imrrta.nffl 


swtso^ 








Compact Pontoon Boats 
Ultra Stable 4 Pontoon Design 
All Aluminum Lengths: 12T and 15T 
700 to 900 lb Capacity 
Weighs 3501bs. 
lOHp. Rating 

Duck Hunters (Olive Drab available) 
Complete dock systems and 
dock floats available. 

Toll Free: 877-407-8645 

www.hotwoods.com 


I w 

\ HUNTING 



PcsOutdoors.com 

Trapping, Predator Calling and 
Firearm Supply SUPERSTORE. 

Also check out our Newest Divion: 

www.firebirdshootingsupply. 

or call us at 



Producing quality live fishing bait since 1951. 
Mealworms, Mighty Mealys, 
Waxworms, and Spikes. 

Grubco Inc. 800-222-3563 
www.grubco.com 


Poultry 

Meyer Hatchery Full line of poultry, game birds 
& poultry equipment. Free Catalog 
1-888-568-9755. www.MeyerHatchery.com 
626 St. Rt. 89, Polk, OH 44866 


GENERAL 


Help Wanted 

$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING PRODUCTS 

from home. For free information, send SASE: 
HOME ASSEMBLY-FS Box 450, New Britain, 
CT 06050-0450 

w 

REAL ESTATE 


United States 


FREE! Ozark real estate catalog. 
Affordable getaway properties of all types. 

www.onlineoml.com, 1-800-591-4047. 


F&S/// DESTINATIONS 


MONTANA 


FREEDOM CODRTRT 

20 Acres in WESTERN MONTANA, famous trout fishing 
streams, backpacking, camping, reknown Hunting 
privileges (elk, deer, moose, bear). ONLY $500 down 
payment with 1-YR. FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
Call toll FREE for colored brochure or visit us on the WEB 
at www.treasurestateranchesmt.conn. 

Monthly Payments made to fit your budget! 

Call us today for a FREE 
color borchure 1-800-592-5990 
www.treasurestateranchesmt.com 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Ave., - Dept. FS 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 


W 

THE SOUTH 



2015 Rates ihniH IHAA 

Fishing Package-$j249pp 


j£a 4 e 

Tennessee 

Grapple, Bass, 


4 n;iuQ SL d Ninht^-l'icludes: room or cabin, 
uays & 4 Nignis-ijoat, motor, bait, gas & I 
(except March 15 - May 20) $309pp 
Rooms or Cabins • Clubhouse • Kitchens 
Free cookout every Mon. & Thurs. during season 

NEW! Early Spring Pkg. 

March 1 5 - March 28 ^Onn 
2 Days & 2 Nights 
Cypress Point Resort 

731-253-6654 1-800-394-1886 

Call Jill for special group pricing 

email: cypressp@usit.net 
www.cypresspointresort.com 
3535 State Route 21 E 
Tiptonville, TN 38079 Ml 


TENNESSEE WILD BOAR HUNTING 
IN THE CUMBERLAND MOUNTAINS 

CLARKRANGE HUNTING LODGE • P.O. BOX 2008 • CLARKRANGE, TN 38553 

• MEMBER: NAHC/NRA/SCI 

• LARGE, RUSTIC LODGE 
•FULL SERVICE TAXIDERMY 

• MEAT PROCESSING 

• SPECIALIZING IN WILD BOAR 
AND EXOTIC SHEEP & GOAT HUNTING 

CALL OR WRITE KEN MOODY, CLARKRANGE HUNTING LODGE, 

^^31^863^320^«wwJ(enmood^j^^ 



FIELDANDSTREAM.COM | 85 









^ fl jp Q iTf m I a nfi 


“DO MORE 
WITH LESS!” 

Increase your hunting 
and fishing hours with 
these tips By Bill Heavey 

DON’T USUALLY tell people 
this, but Fm a life coach to some of 
the best-known names in the in- 
dustry. You know that fishing show with the 
host who talks so much you wonder how he 
manages to breathe? Except he never really 
says anything? He’s a client. Those guys on 
that hunting reality show who make a squir- 
rel hunt sound like a quest for Cape buf- 
falo? Also mine. Yes, those guys are faking 
it. All the way to the bank. I bet you’re won- 
dering how mediocrity could scale such 
heights. By the rigorous application of Peak 
Underperformance (PU), a life approach 
that I developed. I wouldn’t be the outdoors- 
man I am today were it not for this strategy. 
And if you have a brain in your head, you’ll 
stop reading now, because I am going to 
share some of my tips with you. 

Problem: Your job is stressful and leaves 
too little downtime for hunting and fishing. 

Solution: Stop doing your job. Not com- 
pletely. Just enough so that while your boss 
assumes you’re working, you’re actually 
watching a YouTube video called “Assassin’s 
Micro Crossbow.” Which is this awesome 
little weapon you can make out of metal hair 
clips, Popsicle sticks, and dental floss. The 
thing is the size of a deck of cards and shoots 
exploding matchstick arrows up to 30 feet. 
Having trouble getting your waiter’s atten- 
tion in a busy restaurant? Pull this sucker out 
and see who gets instant service. No wonder 
the video has more than 4 million views. 

But I digress. Here’s the drill. First, throt- 
tle back to 85 percent of current output. 




Know what’ll happen? Nothing. Not a rip- 
ple. Nobody’s paying that much attention 
to you. This realization may sting at first. 
But that bitter pill turns to pure sugar soon 
enough. Because after a week or so, you 
step it up by cutting it back — to 75 percent. 
I can already see how much more relaxed 
you look. You’re approaching PU nirvana, 
a place where neither criticism nor compli- 
ments affect your mood, and you’re the one 
sending friends cute videos of cats playing 
the tuba. Your ultimate goal is to achieve 
and maintain a 70 percent effort. That’s 
true excellence in mediocrity, what I call 
“fully realized underperformance.” It’s that 
sweet spot where a half-assed effort and a 
full paycheck meet for beer. At lunch. 

Problem: For some reason, Kevin Van- 
Dam has your bass boat in his garage. 
Which is totally unfair. (And everybody 
still thinks he’s a great guy.) It wasn’t even 
that fancy. The whole rig — with a 250 -hp 
Mercury OptiMax Pro XS, four Hummin- 
bird Onix fishfinders, a MotorGuide Tour 
Edition 109 trolling motor, a Hydra Wave 
electronic feeding stimulator, and two 
Power Poles — probably wasn’t much over 
$70 K. You’d put a replacement rig on your 
credit card if your significant other would 
just stop overreacting about how the kids 
won’t go to college now. 

Solution: Friends with boats. All of the 


access, none of the responsibility. Forget 
Kevin. He’s always using the boat anyway. 
Your targets — yes, plural — need to meet 
three criteria. There’s the boat, naturally. 
Next, you want overperformers, guys who are 
still working their brains out. Finally, you 
want openhanded, good-hearted people who 
are happy to help a friend. Oh, I can hear 
some of you whining already. “Easy for a guy 
with your charm and social skills. Bill. But 
where can I find guys like that?” Houses of 
worship, my friend. Many are absolutely in- 
fested with hardworking bass-boat owners of 
high — and exploitably generous — moral 
character. And regularly scheduled services 
make planning your trips a breeze. Cast a 
wide net here. Synagogues and mosques are 
overlooked hotspots. And the best thing 
about American freedom of religion is that 
with the three main faiths holding services on 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, you have a po- 
tential trifecta of bass-boat borrowing days. 

Problem: You meant to buy 500 acres of 
deer habitat 100 years ago, when it was 50 
cents an acre. But you forgot. And your secret 
public-land hotspot is so crowded that the fire 
marshal has insisted on lighted EXIT signs. 

Solution: Become a long-lost relative to 
every landowner you meet. This requires 
thinking outside the genealogical box and 
adding to your family tree the easy way. Sites 
like Ancestry.com are fact-based. That hurts 
you. Fortunately, I’m working on a site where, 
for a reasonable price, you can cook up a con- 
vincing story, complete with documentation, 
that ties you directly to a given landowner. 
I’m calling it Accesstry.com. When it comes 
to hunting land, I don’t much mind what you 
call me as long as I have permission to hunt. 
For this reason. I’ve presented myself as Bart- 
lomiej Heazynskiitz to Poles and Billimi 
Heavimo Ferrari to Italians. I’ve been Willy 
Heidiho Heavensen to Norwegians and Bil- 
lah Boutros al-Hediqi to Saudis. I even did 
the accents. And, no, it hasn’t worked once. 
Even mediocrity isn’t foolproof. It’s just the 
only thing I do really well. © 
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THE FIRST STEP OF THE LONG HAUL. 

THE 2014 CHEVY SILVERADO HD WAS AWARDED 
"HIGHEST RANKED LARGE HEAVY DUTY PICKUP IN INITIAL QUALITl/^”* 



Chffvrgtet SlKwftito HD recelvwl tbs fowwl rwintjer of pnabtems per 100 ve hlctes efnefig lerut he ev^rtiuty pichiufpa In Bhe 
proprietary iCl Power 2014 InItieJ OMali^ Otjudy.’^ Sttdy based on rvoponu^ from 00J18 new-veliicle owners, nMasiiring 
Z39 iTkMiote end measures aplelona after 90 of vmtt^lp. Fraprleteiy itui^ reeuPte are baaed on ^^perleneee and 
penwirtjons of owwi surveyed [n February-HBy 20M. ifttor piiperlences moy veiy; Wwt Jdpewircgm. “OeperafoWli^ 
besod on longevtty: ?dS7-AprH 20l3 FuH'Skt Pkkup reglstntions. ^2i0l5 GenanI Motors All rtgihts fiiarvtd. Chevrolet* 
Dwvnieet ernWenif* 


INTRODUCING THE NEW 2015 SILVERABD HO 

FROM THE FAMILY OF THE MOST DEPENDABLE, 
LONGESTHJ^STING FULL-SIZE PICKJPS ON THE BOMt** 


FIND H£W ROADS' 




FIREARM SAFETY AND 
RESPONSIBILITY ARE 
ALWAYS IN SEASON 


OWN IT? 

— Y— 


L ftESPiCT IT. SECURE IT. A 



Like you, Project ChildSafe® believes responsible 
firearm owners should secure their firearms 
when they’re not in use to help keep them out of 
the hands of unauthorized individuals. 

We have distributed more than 36 million safety 
kits with gun locks over the past decade and are 
committed to educating even more gun owners 
about safe and proper storage. 


Visit ProjectChildSafe.org to learn more about 
secure storage options, take the firearms safety 
pledge, and download tools to help you educate 
others about firearm safety and security. 


Brought to you by the firearms industry 



With support from 




